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Prometheus was one of the Titans, who at some point were sent to Tartarus by the enraged Zeus who didn’t accept the Titans’ fighting against him in the famous Battle of the Titans – Titanomachy.
However  Prometheus was not directly involved in the war, so Zeus saved him from Tartarus and gave him a mission – to form a man from water and earth. Prometheus accomplished the task, but while working on his creation, he grew fond of men. 
He didn’t care much ever about the Gods and their hierarchy, and however friendly treated by them, he was much more comfortable being around the immortals.
In any case, Zeus’s idea was not to have men with any unusual power. But Prometheus was thinking the other way, and decided to steal one of the powers Zeus was particularly sensitive about – fire.
Prometheus steals the Fire
Thinking about stealing fire was easy, but it finally proved a bit more complicated. Prometheus, known for his wit and intelligence, had an immediate plan – to trick the goddesses throwing them a golden pear (in some version – apple) into the courtyard with a message: “For the most beautiful goddess of all”.
It worked as he planned – the goddesses started a fight over the fruit while gods were completely enjoying the scene. All of them were distracted and Prometheus didn’t have a hard time stealing the fire from Hephaestus’s workshop. Hephaestus was, among other stuff, the Greek god of fire. Prometheus happily left the Gods’ playground and took the fire with him either in a hollowed pumpkin or hollowed reed (depending on the interpretation) and brought it to Earth and gave it to humans.
Oh, how Zeus was mad. After so many times being defied by Prometheus, Zeus decided that it was enough. Nevertheless, he made Hephaestus himself to chain Prometheus on Mount Caucasus where the eagle would eat his liver forever.
(Source : http://www.greekmyths-greekmythology.com/prometheus-fire-myth/)


1. Is the text about Greek or Roman mythology ? How do you know ?
2. Make a list of all the proper nouns. Which do the following definitions refer to ?
a) The place in the underworld where souls were judged after death.
b) Giant deities of incredible strength, overthrown by Olympian deities.
c) He ruled as king of the gods at Mount Olympus
d) He was was thrown into a volcano by his mother because of his deformity.
e) This place was supposed to be one of the pillars supporting the world. 
f) The name of the war between giant deities and Olympian gods.
3. Read the text again and find the equivalents to the following words or expressions :
a) perform a task : 
b) to be infuriated : 
c) to be of a different opinion : 
d) to con someone :
e) to have an argument about something :
f) to experience unexpected difficulties :
g) emptied out 
4. Four plants are mentioned in the text. What are their French equivalents?
5. “...from water and earth” - “... brought it to Earth”. Why is Earth capitalized in the second case ?
6. Find information about Prometheus : His origins – Why Zeus decided to spare his life – His overall personality
7. Right or wrong ? Justify by quoting the text.
a. Zeus asked Prometheus to create humans out of mud.
b. Prometheus didn't care much about his creatures.
c. Zeus wanted men to be equal to gods in every respect.
d. Prometheus stole a golden pear.
e. Prometheus's stomach is torn open every day by an eagle.
8. Find three sentences in the text showing that Prometheus was a clever Titan.
9. Tick 3 adjective that apply best to Prometheus' personality : resourceful – admiring – revengeful – indifferent – witty - kind-hearted
10. This is not a typical academic article. Find examples showing that the style is somehow colloquial.

11. Written expression (200 words) – You are Prometheus. You have to justify yourself and explain why you decided to steal Zeus’s fire.
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