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LOOKING FOR AMERICA
Marsh built the celebrated “Cadillac Ranch” in 1974 on his land on the west side of Amarillo. Precisely who came up with the original idea is not clear, whether it was Marsh’s own crazy idea or whether it originated with the San Francisco art collective who partnered him in building it. One published write-up is clear in its ascription: 
Cadillac Ranch is a public art installation and sculpture created in 1974 
by Chip Lord, Hudson Marquez and Doug Michels, who were part of 
the art group Ant Farm.
There, the rear ends of ten graffiti-decorated classic Cadillacs – models from 1949 to 1964 representing the high water mark of American automobile style – thrust skywards from the Texas dirt, perfectly aligned and poised, like a latter day Stonehenge or a druidic temple to the twentieth century automobile god. The symbolism behind Marsh’s creation remained obscure. The explanation that the cars were facing west at exactly the same angle as the great pyramid of Giza in Egypt didn’t shed much light. The place might be rich in symbolism. But what exactly did it symbolize? 
East from Frisco – on the Trail of America’s Soul, Chris Harris, 2009


1. Introduce the documents
2. Pick out words and phrases that show that Chris Harris sees Cadillac Ranch as an impressive historical landmark.
3. Why do you think that Cadillac Ranch became so famous ?
4. Say if the description of Cadillac Ranch given here matches the photo studied in class. What would you add to Harris’s description ?
5. “Cadillac Ranch is a public art installation and sculpture” (l. 8). To what extent do you agree with the previous statement?
6.  What does Cadillac Ranch tell us about America?
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