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THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ
Frank BAUM, 1900
"Your Silver Shoes will carry you over the desert," replied Glinda. "If you had known their power you could have gone back to your Aunt Em the very first day you came to this country."
"But then I should not have had my wonderful brains!" cried the Scarecrow. "I might have passed my whole life in the farmer's cornfield."
"And I should not have had my lovely heart," said the Tin Woodman. "I might have stood and rusted in the forest till the end of the world."
"And I should have lived a coward forever," declared the Lion, "and no beast in all the forest would have had a good word to say to me."
"This is all true," said Dorothy, "and I am glad I was of use to these good friends. But now that each of them has had what he most desired, and each is happy in having a kingdom to rule besides, I think I should like to go back to Kansas."
"The Silver Shoes," said the Good Witch, "have wonderful powers. And one of the most curious things about them is that they can carry you to any place in the world in three steps, and each step will be made in the wink of an eye. All you have to do is to knock the heels together three times and command the shoes to carry you wherever you wish to go."
"If that is so," said the child joyfully, "I will ask them to carry me back to Kansas at once."
She threw her arms around the Lion's neck and kissed him, patting his big head tenderly. Then she kissed the Tin Woodman, who was weeping in a way most dangerous to his joints. But she hugged the soft, stuffed body of the Scarecrow in her arms instead of kissing his painted face, and found she was crying herself at this sorrowful parting from her loving comrades.
Glinda the Good stepped down from her ruby throne to give the little girl a good-bye kiss, and Dorothy thanked her for all the kindness she had shown to her friends and herself.
Dorothy now took Toto up solemnly in her arms, and having said one last good-bye she clapped the heels of her shoes together three times, saying:
"Take me home to Aunt Em!"
Instantly she was whirling through the air, so swiftly that all she could see or feel was the wind whistling past her ears.
The Silver Shoes took but three steps, and then she stopped so suddenly that she rolled over upon the grass several times before she knew where she was.
At length, however, she sat up and looked about her.
"Good gracious!" she cried.
For she was sitting on the broad Kansas prairie, and just before her was the new farmhouse Uncle Henry built after the cyclone had carried away the old one. Uncle Henry was milking the cows in the barnyard, and Toto had jumped out of her arms and was running toward the barn, barking furiously.
Dorothy stood up and found she was in her stocking-feet. For the Silver Shoes had fallen off in her flight through the air, and were lost forever in the desert.


1. Introduce the document.
2. Name the characters present in the extract and say how they are related. 
3. Pick up all the words that belong to the lexical field of ‘tenderness’.
4. Describe the general atmosphere in the extract.
5. Here are some expressions. Can you pick up equivalents in the article?
a. intelligence



b. be kind to someone
c. very fast 



d. crying his eyes out
e. spinning
6. Find the odd man out each time. 
a. shy – timid – cowardly – introverted – self-assured 
b. in the wink of an eye – slowly – fast – swiftly – quickly 
c. to say goodbye – to depart – to go back – to arrive – to part
7. Explain in your own words why the Silver Shoes are so special.
8. Here are some adjectives. Say which characters they refer to. 
a. patronizing but kind 

b. broken-hearted but determined 
9. Say if the following statements are right or wrong and justify your answer by quoting from the text.
a. It would not have been possible for Dorothy to go back to her Aunt Em the first day she came to that strange country. 
b. The Silver Shoes can carry you anywhere provided that you snap your fingers three times. 
c. Glinda the Good is anything but well-intentioned. 
d. Her landing near Uncle Henry’s farmhouse was both chaotic and violent.
e. At the end of the extract, Dorothy still has her wonderful Silver Shoes on.
10. “[Dorothy]found she was crying herself at this sorrowful parting from her loving comrades .” (l. 24) What do the readers realize about Dorothy’s state of mind?
11. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
a. Why was it a good thing for Dorothy to ignore the power of the Silver Shoes? 
b. Had Dorothy left the country on the day she arrived, what would the effects have been on her companions? 
c. Why wasn’t it advisable for the Tin woodman to cry? 
d. What accounts for Dorothy’s mixed feelings? 
e. From a logical point of view, does the end of the extract seem plausible? 
