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GONE WITH THE WIND – Chapter 6
The barbecue pits, which had been slowly burning since last night, would now be long troughs of rose-red embers, with the meats turning on spits above them and the juices trickling down and hissing into the coals. Scarlett knew that the fragrance carried on the faint breeze came from the grove of great oaks in the rear of the big house. John Wilkes always held his barbecues there, on the gentle slope leading down to the rose garden, a pleasant shady place and a far pleasanter place, for instance, than that used by the Calverts. Mrs. Calvert did not like barbecue food and declared that the smells remained in the house for days, so her guests always sweltered on a flat unshaded spot a quarter of a mile from the house. But John Wilkes, famed throughout the state for his hospitality, really knew how to give a barbecue.
The long trestled picnic tables, covered with the finest of the Wilkeses’ linen, always stood under the thickest shade, with backless benches on either side; and chairs, hassocks and cushions from the house were scattered about the glade for those who did not fancy the benches. At a distance great enough to keep the smoke away from the guests were the long pits where the meats cooked and the huge iron wash-pots from which the succulent odors of barbecue sauce and Brunswick stew floated. Mr. Wilkes always had at least a dozen darkies busy running back and forth with trays to serve the guests. Over behind the barns there was always another barbecue pit, where the house servants and the coachmen and maids of the guests had their own feast of hoecakes and yams and chitterlings, that dish of hog entrails so dear to negro hearts, and, in season, watermelons enough to satiate. […]
Scarlett sat on a high rosewood ottoman, under the shade of a huge oak in the rear of the house, her flounces and ruffles billowing about her and two inches of green morocco slippers — all that a lady could show and still remain a lady — peeping from beneath them. She had scarcely touched plate in her hands and seven cavaliers about her. The barbecue had reached its peak and the warm air was full of laughter and talk, the click of silver on porcelain and the rich heavy smells of roasting meats and redolent gravies. Occasionally when the slight breeze veered, puffs of smoke from the long barbecue pits floated over the crowd and were greeted with squeals of mock dismay from the ladies and violent flappings of palmetto fans. 
Margaret MITCHELL,Gone With The Wind, 1936


1. Introduce the document.
2. Name the characters present in the extract. Who are they?
3. Here are some expressions. Can you pick up equivalents in the article?
a. sauce made from meat juices

b. like very much
c. thrown in various random directions
d. black servants
e. friendly and generous reception
4. Find the odd man out each time. 
a. fragrance – taste – smell – odour 
b. sauce – meats – gravies – stew – cushions 
c. watermelons – yams – hoecakes – ottaman – meats
5. Copy out and fill in the following table with elements from the text then comment on the general atmosphere in the extract.
	Place & objects
	Smells 
	Food 

	...
	...
	...


6. Here are some adjectives. Say which key elements they refer to. 
a. delicious and mouthwatering  
b. simple but comfortable and snug
c. unobtrusive but busy 
7. What vision is given here of black slaves? Justify your answer with elements from the text
8. Say if the following statements are right or wrong and justify your answer by quoting from the text.
a. Mr Wilkes’ barbecue was held far from the house because of the smoke.
b. Mr Wilkes’ guests and his black servants shared the same food.
c. It was perfectly acceptable for a lady to uncover her ankles.
d. Scarlett was particularly hungry.
9. “But John Wilkes, famed throughout the state for his hospitality, really knew how to give a barbecue.” Find elements in the text to illustrate the statement.
10. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
a. What was John Wilkes famous for?
b. Why weren’t Mrs Calvert’s barbecues as pleasant as Mr Wilkes’?
c. Where exactly was the barbecue held?
d. How and why did some guests express their discomfort at the end of the extract?
