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UPCYCLED ART HAS BIG APPEAL FOR KENYANS WHO THINK ‘OUT OF THE BOX’
Upcycling is different from recycling. Both processes involve the use of garbage, or put more politely, ‘discarded objects’. But recycled junk tends to remains just junk only that it’s sorted and then sent somewhere to either be disposed of safely or used to make something else.
That’s not so very different from upcycling except that the upcycled junk is specifically used to create something of higher quality or value than the original material.

Today there are many Kenyan artists who are busy upcycling. Some are doing so because the junk is far more affordable than conventional art materials like canvas, acrylic, oil or spray paints. For others it’s the environmental appeal and the pride of knowing they are creating value out of what someone else has seen as valueless.
Then there are artists like Evans Ngure, one of the six artists whose ‘upcycled’ art is on display at the Polka Dot Gallery for the next few days. Evans used to be a painter until one of his lecturers in Kenyatta University’s art department encouraged him to explore the artistic potential in more unconventional art materials.
“Her advice helped me open my thinking to begin experimenting with all sorts of things,” he says referring to Anne Mwiti who taught him in his third year at KU. Her advice led to a major change in Evans’ art practice such that now, he rarely if ever picks up a paint brush. He’s more inclined to work with pliers on all kinds of found objects.
From the look of the six sculptures that he’s got in Polka Dot’s current show entitled ‘Un-found’, Evans found and reassembled (or upcycled) everything from parts of old cars, bicycles, TVs and telephones to an old hacksaw, crash helmet, scissors and piping from a junked motorcycle. He’s also got plenty of screws, nuts and bolts keeping his artworks intact.
The point is, Evans creates art from junk for the pure joy of it. The works themselves testify to the fun he’s been having in transforming […] But Evans isn’t the only artist in the show to display quite a bit of wit, ingenuity and resourceful in the way he or she creates their upcycled art […].
Lionel R Garang uses old gunny sacks in place of canvas for his series of automobile paintings. Richard Njogu is also a painter only he works with ‘found’ vinyl ‘45’ records to create portraits  of beautiful women, prominent musicians and ‘celebs’ like the late Bob Marley, Loren Hill and others. 
Margaretta Wa Gacheru, https://www.businessdailyafrica.com , December 24, 2018


1. Introduce the documents.
2. Name the people mentioned in the article and explain who they are. 
3. Pick up all the words that belong to the lexical field of ‘junk’.
4. Explain in your own words the difference between recycling and upcycling.
5. Here are some expressions. Can you find their equivalents in the article?
a. convert into reusable material
b. reasonably priced
c. both unusual and original

d. popular and famous
e. intelligence and skill
6. Find the odd man out each time. 
a. junk – trash – waste – canvas – garbage 
b. junked – discarded – available – disposed of 
c. paintbrush – screws – bolts – crash helmets – piping
7. Explain in your own words the main two purposes of upcycling.
8. Here are some adjectives. Say who or what they refer to. 
a. imaginative, talented and skilful
b. transformed, upcycled and original
9. List all the things artists like Evans Ngure use or need to create artworks. Why are they said to be ‘unconventional’? 
9. Say if the following statements are right or wrong and justify your answer by quoting from the text.
a. Upcycling is fine but it implies buying expensive materials. 
b. Before taking a liking to upcycling, Evans Ngure was a painter
c. What motivates Evans Ngure is his determination to save the planet. 
d. He is the only Kenyan artist inspired by the idea of upcycling discarded objects.
e. Evans Ngure is a talented artist who had no formal training as he learnt on the job.
10. “...the pride of knowing they are creating value out of what someone else has seen as valueless.” (l. 13-14). What image is given here of artists specializing in upcycling? 
11. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
a. What is the common point between recycling and upcycling? 
b. What sort of qualities do you need to become a successful artist in the field of upcycling? 
c. Why is upcycling an endless source of inspiration for Kenyan artists? 
d. “Upcycled art mainly concerns third-world artists”. To what extent do you agree with the previous statement? 
