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MAASAI WARRIORS IN KENYA NOW PROTECT AFRICAN WILDLIFE
The little kid is hunched over his school book in a dusty classroom of a village school in Kenya, close to the equator. A visiting tourist peers at the lion he's carefully drawing and tells him what a great job he's making. The boy, probably no more than seven, beams with pride. "This lion is my friend," he tells her. "He bought me this pencil!"
A gradually unfolding revolution in Kenya is seeking to reconnect Africans to their wildlife. For as they start to share in the income from a booming sustainable tourism industry, so they become eager to help protect and preserve the lion, leopard, rhino, buffalo and elephant that bring many of these tourists to their lands.

Where once Maasai warriors, for instance, would kill a lion on their coming of age to prove their strength and courage, now they're being persuaded that to be a guardian of lions carries much more prestige and honour. While rhinos have so often been targeted by poachers for their valuable horn, locals are now much keener to report any suspicious newcomers they feel may be up to no good.

Adapted from Sue William’s article, http://www.traveller.com.au 



1. Introduce the documents.
2. What does this ‘gradually unfolding revolution’ consist in?
3. What was the lion the symbol of, in Maasai culture?
4. Why did the lion, leopard, rhino, buffalo and elephant attract tourists to Kenya in the past? 
5. Give the reasons why Maasai warriors want to implement this series of changes. 
6. “”"This lion is my friend," he tells her. "He bought me this pencil!" (Line 6). 
Explain in your own words what the child means.
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