REVIEWS (© English and Media Centre, 2005)

Have a look at these extracts from reviews. Talk about what they lead you to
expect from the novel. You could talk about some the points below.

— Unusual features of the novel.

— The main character.

— Why someone might want to read the novel.

The novel, about a teenager with Asperger’s Syndrome who
is as brilliant at maths as he is clueless at understanding
other people, is at once a detective story, a literary triumph
and a commercial success that has grown by word of mouth
to beat David Beckham’s autobiography, Harry Potter and
the Atkins diet.

The Sunday Times

... itis a funny book, as well as a sad one. Christopher’s
compulsive noting of mundane facts provides comedy
reminiscent of the best of Adrian Mole, especially in his
dealings with the police and his special needs classmates.
And Haddon’s inclusion of diagrams, timetables, maps,
even maths problems, extends the normal scope of novel-
writing ...

The Guardian

The mere fact that this book is written in such a different
way from any other book you are likely to have read is bound
to keep you interested. The main character is fifteen-year-
old Christopher. He has a stunning photographic memory,
which recalls things in such detail that he can remember the
number of cows in a field on holiday in France five years ago
(and the black and white patterns on them).

cool-reads.co.uk
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