BLOWIN’ IN THE WIND, Bob Dylan (1962)
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1.  Match the words and their illustrations
1) Dove

  


2) Sail


3) Cannon
2. Listen to the song and complete the blanks
How many _______ must a man walk down
Before you call him a man?
Yes, ’n’ how many seas must a white dove _______
Before she sleeps in the sand?
Yes, ’n’ how many times must the cannonballs ______
Before they’re forever banned?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

How many years can a mountain ______
Before it’s washed to the sea?
Yes, ’n’ how many years can some people ______
Before they’re allowed to be free?
Yes, ’n’ how many times can a man turn his head
Pretending he just doesn’t see?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

How many times must a man look up
Before he can see the ___________?
Yes, ’n’ how many ears must one man have
Before he can hear people cry?
Yes, ’n’ how many __________ will it take till he knows
That too many people have died?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind
The answer is blowin’ in the wind

3. Answer the following questions in complete answers.
1. Why is ‘Blowing In The Wind’ seen as a protest song?
2. “How many roads must a man walk down” may be seen as a metaphor for maturity. What else may it refer to from a historical point of view?
3. What is a white dove the symbol of?
4. ‘Cannonballs’ is a generic term that designates a popular tool used during Medieval wars. Why didn’t Dylan mention modern weapons instead?
5. A parallel is drawn the mountain and enslavement. Why is this particularly disturbing and pessimistic?
6. “...turn his head / Pretending he just doesn’t see?”. Select in the following list a phrase with the same meaning : To look down upon someone or something – to look up to someone or something – to turn a blind eye to someone or something
7. Quote another line that shows how indifferent people can be to the many who are suffering.
8. Comment on the rhyming structure of the lyrics. 
9. Which verse is repeated several times? What effect does this repetition create? 
10. “The refrain "The answer, my friend, is blowin' in the wind" has been described as "impenetrably ambiguous: either the answer is so obvious it is right in your face, or the answer is as intangible as the wind". (Mick Gold,  "Life and Life Only: Dylan at 60". Judas! magazine, April 2002. p. 43)
To what extent do you agree with Mick Gold’s statement ? 


