Proposition de corrigé : The Rise of The Anti-hero – The Talented Mr Ripley (Paricia Highsmith)
Questions 1 - 4
1. What sort of text is it ? How do you know? 
The document I am going to comment on / talk about is an extract from ‘The Talented Mr Ripley’, a psychological thriller novel written by American novelist Patricia Highsmith, in 1955. 
The main character is Tom Ripley, who is a career criminal, a con artist and a serial killer, in other words, the embodiment of the anti-hero. He appears in five novels written between 1955 and 1991.  In the extract, he has already started his criminal career even though he hasn’t killed anyone yet.   
2. Where does the scene take place ? Justify your answer.
The scene takes place first in the street, outside The Green Cage’, then at Raoul’s, a pub. 
3. Make a list of all the verbs of movement in the extract : coming out – a) heading (to / towards/ through / ...) – getting  out of – c) walking  – d) trotting across – going in – e) beating it – b) strolling 

What chronological order do those verbs appear in ? Why ? The author carefully chose the verbs of movement to depict Tom Ripley’s pace. The reader has the feeling that he is accelerating / he is speeding up as he knows that he is being followed. 
This literary device called a climax (Climax is a figure of speech in which successive words, phrases, clauses, or sentences are arranged in ascending order of importance), is used here to reinforces the impression of danger / suspense / threat.
4. List of the verbs belonging to the lexical field of 'eyes'. What impression does the author create by using them?
Glancing – seeing – noticing – eyeing – looking round – watching 
Once again, the author uses the same literary device, that is to say a climax, to emphasize Tom Ripley’s nervousness. 
At the beginning of the extract, as he is being followed, he can’t spend any time carefully examining his surroundings. Once at Raoul’s, he can relax a bit and observe what is going on around him. 
