The growing problem of over-tourism
I have a question for you. What do Venice (Italy) , Barcelona (Spain), Bermuda and right here in Hawaii, - what do those four destinations, have in common ? They are part of a growing number of very popular places that may just be becoming too popular due to an ever-increasing number of visitors. They are literally challenged by being loved too much. 
Travel and tourism account for 10.2 % of the world’s GDP, that’s 7.6 trillion dollars, - that’s right, I said trillion. And one in every ten jobs on the planet is related to the tourism industry so it is easy to understand why every nation wants a piece of that pie, especially when those numbers are expected to continue to grow. But what happens when it becomes too much of a good thing ? 
And what about Hawaii ? It’s getting crowded. Last year, the state of Hawaii set a record for the number of visitors, in Maui alone, 2.6 million arrivals and the numbers keep growing. 
Ellie Cochrane grew up in Maui and for the past eight years, she’s been sitting on the West Maui County Council. She works to find the balance between the positive economic impacts of tourism as well as the problems it can create. 
“I deal with the impacts to see how wastewater or solid waste, recycling issues, trash issues rot away and hit water. This is the kind of things we’re looking to enhance and improve and expand on so we need to make sure that there’s a balance and we’re not overtaxing our ocean. We’re trying to keep that healthy and thriving because it is a multi billion industry. So why do visitors come to Hawaii? It’s for our white sandy beaches, the tropical fish in the ocean, … So many of our lives are impacted positively to pay bills, to raise our kids, to send them off to college and buy homes.”
Albert Perez is the director of the Maui Tomorrow Foundation. It is an environmental advocacy organization. They claim the island has reached a critical juncture in controlling growth and over-tourism. 
“So give me an example of over-tourism.”
“The best example of over-tourism is up at our National Park, Haleakala. When I used to go up there in 1990 or 1980 you could be the only one watching the sun rise. Last year, there were 1,100 showing up, watching the sun rise, every morning and the National Park finally decided that it had exceeded its carrying capacity, it was damaging its resources. So they started a reservation system.”
“If nothing is done and the current rate of growth continues, what’s gonna happen?”
“I think that what will happen is that we’ll have a different kind of tourists come here that doesn’t really care about the actual resources because there won’t be any more.” 
“But Perez is optimistic that if a further growth on Maui is handled responsibly and with a well-thought-out plan for the future, it may not be too late.”
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