Non-profit, the Joy Bus Diner, provides support to cancer patients 
- We are here at the Joy Bus Dinery, a unique eatery that offers much-needed support to those battling cancer and joining me now, the founder chef Jennifer Caraway to tell us more … Welcome Jennifer! 
- Hi, thanks for being here!
- First of all, what is the Joy Bus diner and why did you start it? 
- The Joy Bus diner is a hybrid social entrepreneurship that exists solely to provide free meals to home-bound cancer patients. It began in 2011, when my friend Jill became ill with ovarian cancer. I started preparing meals just to bring her treats, just to kind of show how much that I cared about her. She had an amazing support system and did not need me at all. It was my way of showing my love for her. So I slowly throughout the valley picked up new patients here and there through the case management Society of America and preparing their meals, organic produce that I got from the Crooked Sky Farms. And I would just go make these visits every week to show them that someone cared, and hopefully educate them on the benefits of healthy food. 
I kind of outgrew my kitchen where I was preparing all the meals, so why not open the kitchen to the public, have a non-profit diner and have 100% of our profits fund our free meals for home-bound cancer patients? So we opened it in 2016. We have grown exponentially since then. When we opened the diner, we were making roughly 12 to 15 home visits each week. Now we are upwards of 50 families that we are visiting each week.
- So why are services like this so important for cancer patients?
- I think services like ours are extremely crucial to that well-being of the patients not only because of the food, - I mean the food that we are serving is beautiful, it’s organic, it’s lovely food. We are educating the patients as well. But the well-check that we are providing to the patients is great, so that their case manager knows that these patients are doing okay. If they need anything, we are able to contact the case manager and let them know what those patients need. But just to show the patients that there is a community out there that cares about them, that is invested in their interest. And we want to be there for them and help them to be better.
- So right, I’m sure it makes all the difference in the world, so let’s talk national. Are there services and resources like this?
- We found this organization called “The Food Is Medicine” coalition. Through them, I’ve been able to realize that there are other organizations like us on a much larger scale throughout the nation. So it is cool to see that this whole “Food Is Medicine Coalition” movement is taking place and medically tailored meals are a thing and we are fighting to get that approved in Congress and thus try to help more home-bound cancer patients.
- Now, let’s talk about what is next for Joy Bus Diner.
- We are hoping to add some sort of organic pantry components to the organization and we are hoping to be able to grow, - not only this location but possibly other locations where we can help more patients because there is huge need for this sort of service, huge need ...
- Absolutely! Well, thank you Jennifer for everything you are doing in our community. 
If you’d like more information, head over to the Joy West Diners’ website.
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