How big of a problem is electronic e-waste? 
- That was Scott Pelley reporting for 60 minutes on the growing problem of electronic waste from back in 2008. Since then, the problem has only become larger. According to a new report, the world’s e-waste, that is discarded smartphones, Ipads and TVs will probably grow by 33% to 72 million tons in just three years…
- That’s enough to fill the Great Pyramid of Giza eleven times over. Joining us to talk e-waste and how to minimize it is senior editor Dan Ackerman. Dan, good morning. Why has this become such a big problem ? 
- I think it’s because we get so many more devices now. Everyone has multiple things, a phone, a tablet, a laptop and we turn them over more quickly. We don’t keep things for five or six years any more. We make use of a new phone almost every year. Where do the old ones go? 
- That was obviously overseas in our report. Who’s the biggest culprit?
- You know, a lot of it is industrial waste. For a lot of it, it’s also consumers, especially here in the US. Right after Christmas time, everybody gets new stuff. What do you do with your old stuff ? A lot of them throw it right away in their garbage, a lot of mercury, a lot of lead, especially in old monitors and screens and even in your phone.
- In 25 states, it is actually illegal to discard your used old electronics. Is that helping at all this problem, do you know?
- Well, there’s this growing of …  more states and more cities are heading to that… What to really do is find somewhere to recycle this stuff. And that’s one thing to do, it is to make it easy for people to take their stuff somewhere and put it in a recycling area where it will be deconstructed, where the different …  the mercury and lead will be taken out. In New York, we have Union Square where you drop stuff off and that’s a real benefit for people. 
- I mean there are some interesting solutions that are being proposed. I saw one that said that we pay a little bit more when we get a phone, and the moment we return it we get money back. Is that the only way to get people to do this?
- Well … I saw that and I almost think it’s not even necessary because there are so many places we can recycle electronic stuff, here in the US. It takes a little bit of research because it’s done differently by city but a lot of our stores like Best-Buy take a lot of stuff back. The companies should buy stuff, whether it is Dell or Apple. They’ll actually take their old stuff back and usually give you a free shipping label to ship it back. And I was even in Whole Foods, they have bins for old cell’ phones you can drop in.
- Well, I mean for things like televisions, I mean, and many computers, it’s a bit more complicated, isn’t it?
- Yes, you have to get them in your car and drag them somewhere. I mean, I’ve dragged old printers and CRT monitors to, you know, big collection stations in parks here in New York. So you have to give people a bit of incentive by making it easy, no questions asked when you drop off your old stuff.
- Especially on the eve of the holiday, you get a real sense that everyone is always upgrading. So you’re constantly getting new tech stuff. How can you individually minimize your e-waste?
- Yeah, you can find a place to drop it off, especially in big cities but you don’t necessarily need to throw your old stuff away. You can actually reuse or give or donate or even resell a lot of stuff, even cell’ phones that are a couple of years old. There’s still a market for those. You can go to Amazon or a place like Gazelle, they’ll actually give you a couple of bucks for, let’s say, your old Iphone, and that’s better than just throwing it even in a recycling bin.
- With technology changing that fast I expect this problem is going to get worse…and not better
- I hear it is going to get worse. The one positive is that going for people who are manufacturing devices and products with far less lead, less mercury, less dangerous materials so that will mitigate it somewhat. But the fact that so many things are so disposable now, we turn them around so quickly. We get a new laptop every year. Every two years, that’s just gonna end the problem !
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