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Cyntoia Brown Is Free After 15 Years in Prison
As a 16-year-old sex trafficking victim, she claimed she killed a john only in self-defense. She still got a life sentence. By Jay Willis, August 7th, 2019

On Wednesday, 31-year-old Cyntoia Brown was released on parole from the Tennessee Prison for Women after serving 15 years for the murder of a man who, she said, threatened her life during a 2004 sexual encounter. The case of Brown, a homeless trafficking victim who was only 16 years old at the time of the alleged crime, highlights the dangerous conditions in which trafficking victims and sex workers operate—and how the criminal justice system fails to protect them from violence.
In 2004, Brown was living with 24-year-old Garion McGlothlen, who routinely beat and raped her and sold her to johns in the Nashville area, using that income to support himself. In November of that year, a 43-year-old man named John Michael Allen met Brown at a Sonic Drive-In and drove her to his home, intending to pay $150 for sex. But at some point during the evening, Brown told police, Allen began exhibiting threatening behavior, causing her to fear for her life. Using a pistol stored in her purse—McGlothlen had given it to her for protection—she shot Allen and then fled.
At trial, Brown did not dispute that she had killed Allen, but asserted that she had done so in self-defense. Nevertheless, prosecutors tried her as an adult, a jury convicted her of first-degree murder and aggravated robbery, and she was sentenced to life in prison in 2006. Under Tennessee law, absent gubernatorial intervention, she would have to serve a minimum of 51 years before becoming eligible for parole, making release impossible until after her 69th birthday. Put differently, Brown, a minor and a sex trafficking victim, received a sentence 47 times longer than Jeffrey Epstein, an actual adult sex trafficker.
Brown earned both a GED and an associate's degree while incarcerated, and she expects to complete her bachelor's degree sometime this year. Meanwhile, her story received renewed attention in 2017 when Rihanna, Kim Kardashian West, and other celebrities began posting about the story on social media using a #FreeCyntoiaBrown hashtag. In response to a clemency bid filed by Brown's lawyers, the state's six-member clemency board issued a split recommendation to then-Tennessee governor Bill Haslam in May 2018: two members urged him to approve it, two more suggested that he shorten her sentence to 25 years, and the other two recommended that he reject her application altogether.
On January 7, 2019, shortly before his term ended—and while the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals was considering a separate constitutional challenge to the length of her sentence—Haslam decided to grant Brown's request, calling her case "tragic and complex." 



1. Introduce the document.
2. Who is Cyntoia Brown? What is she ‘famous’ for?
3. “She killed a john” (l. 3) - “Sold her to johns” (l. 14). Can you guess the meaning of the word ‘john’?
4. 
a. What sentence was she given after being found guilty in 2006?
b. Find elements in the text that explain what this sentence consists of. 

5. “… absent gubernatorial intervention” (l. 26)
a. In American English, absent is a preposition meaning ………………………
b. Gubernatorial is an adjective formed from the Latin equivalent of …………
6. Explain in your own words what to be eligible for parole consists of.
7. According to the journalist, why was the sentence given in 2006 particularly unfair? Base your answer on the following elements: age – vulnerability –  circumstances
8. “Brown […] asserted that she had done so in self-defense” (l. 22-23). Try to find the reason why she was convicted of first-degree murder, that is to say an unlawful killing that is willful, deliberate and premeditated.
9. Find quotes in the text that back up the idea that Cyntoia Brown is a victim before anything else.
10. Say if the following statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify your answers in your own words. 
a. Cyntoia Brown wasted her life in prison. 
b. Her story received renewed attention thanks to pop stars. 
c. All the members of the clemency board were in agreement.
d. Tennessee governor Bill Haslam decided to reject her lawyers’ clemency bid.
e. Cyntoia Brown will spend the rest of her life in prison.
Express yourself (250 words) : Should pop stars have a say in court cases? 
