Proposition de corrigé Cyntoia Brown is free after 15 years in prison – 2ème partie
6. Explain in your own words what to be eligible for parole consists of.

After serving ten years in prison and depending on the nature of the crime they committed and the type of sentence received from the court, prisoners are eligible for parole. It means that they can be released before the official end of their prison sentence. They have to promise / give their word (=To make a serious promise, assurance, or vow) that they will strictly abide by / comply with the conditions they will be given / imposed. 
Not everybody is eligible for parole. First of all, you have to behave well before and after release, and the authorities have to determine how safe the convict will be in the outside world. 
7. According to the journalist, why was the sentence given in 2006 particularly unfair? Base your answer on the following elements: age – vulnerability –  circumstances

According to the journalist, the sentence given in 2006 was particularly unfair. 
To begin with, Cyntoia Brown was only 16 when she was sentenced to life. She was a minor at the time, that is to say a person under the age of full legal responsibility. 
Then, she was a sex-trafficking victim. She was forced into prostitution because she had no family support (in fact, she was homeless) and she was under the influence of a violent pimp, which means that the criminal justice system had failed to protect her before she committed the crime. 
Finally, she claimed that she killed the victim because she felt threatened but she was given a life sentence. In other words, she received a sentence 47 times longer than Jeffrey Epstein, an actual adult sex trafficker.
8. “Brown […] asserted that she had done so in self-defense” (l. 22-23). Try to find the reason why she was convicted of first-degree murder, that is to say an unlawful killing that is willful, deliberate and premeditated.
Even though Brown asserted that she had killed her victim in self-defense (US) / defence (GB), she was convicted of first-degree murder. 
In fact, the jury was convinced that her life was not threatened at all and that she had killed her victim to steal his money. This is the reason why they convicted her of first-degree murder and aggravated robbery.
9. Find quotes in the text that back up the idea that Cyntoia Brown is a victim before anything else.
-  a 16-year-old sex trafficking victim
- she  killed a john only in self-defense
- she was a homeless trafficking victim 
- the dangerous conditions in which trafficking victims and sex workers operate
- she was only 16 years old
-  she was living with 24-year-old Garion McGlothlen, who routinely beat and raped her and sold her to johns
10. Say if the following statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify your answers in your own words. 
a. Cyntoia Brown wasted her life in prison. Wrong, she studied / worked hard in prison to earn both a GED and an associate's degree while she was in jail. 
b. Her story received renewed attention thanks to pop stars. Right, celebrities like Rihanna used social networks to denounce the conditions in which she was sentenced to life. 
c. All the members of the clemency board were in agreement. Wrong, the members of the clemency board were of different opinions / didn’t share the same opinions as regards her release. They were divided on her case. 
d. Tennessee governor Bill Haslam decided to reject her lawyers’ clemency bid. Wrong. Governor Bill Haslam decided to grant clemency because in his eyes, Cyntoia Brown’s case was, I quote, ‘tragic and complex’.
e. Cyntoia Brown will spend the rest of her life in prison.Wrong, Cyntoia Brown was released on parole at the age of 31, after spending nearly half of her life in prison. 
Express yourself (200 words, + / - 10%) : Should pop stars have a say in court cases? 

A faire sur document WORD et à déposer sur le casier de collecte. 
