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	Document n°1 : Going solo : The rise of self-employment
By Lora Jones Business Reporter, BBC News, 30 July 2018
The number of self-employed workers has been on the up in the UK since 2001 and they now account for around 15% of the working population.
Following the recession, the number of self-employed workers aged 65 and above has nearly tripled.
Young people are also keen to become their own bosses - with the number of self-employed workers aged 16 to 24 nearly doubling since 2001.
So BBC News asks, why is self-employment more popular with the young and old, and what protection do workers have?
In the UK, self-employment has risen rapidly over the last two decades. The number of self-employed workers has increased from 3.3 million in 2001 to 4.8 million in 2017, according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS).
Somebody could be classified as self-employed if they
· own a business, rather than working for an employer
· agree a fixed price for their work with their employer or client
· decide on their own schedule when work is available
· can work for more than one client
· provide the tools, equipment or materials that are needed to complete a job
Self-employment can take many forms - including entrepreneurs and freelancers, gig economy workers or contractors.
This doesn't include zero-hours workers, who have the same employment rights as regular employees.
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Document n°3 : The Disadvantages of Self-Employment
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	For some people the idea of being self-employed is a dream, and for others who have been laid off it’s a potential lifeline. It can seem like a good idea at first, but not everyone is prepared for the difficulties of being their own boss. Self-employment entails a lot more than just being able to choose your hours and follow your passions. It carries huge responsibilities not only to yourself but to your family, clients and even your community, with challenges you would never face in a regular job. 


