Europe’s small airports face challenges 
Jenny Marc, The New York Times, June 16th, 2013
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	PARIS - Europe’s small airports, those serving five million passengers a year or fewer, are facing huge challenges. 
On average, their passenger traffic has grown just 1.6 percent a year since 2008, compared with an industry average of 7.3 percent. Last year 45 percent of small airports actually lost traffic, according to a presentation given at a regional airports conference in Lyon in April. 
Olivier Jankovec, director general of Airports Council International Europe, a group that represents more than 450 airports in 44 European countries, airports of all sizes , from the largest like London Heathrow to the smallest like Linz, says that together they handle 90 percent of commercial air traffic in Europe — over 1.5 billion passengers, 18 million tons of freight and more than 20 million aircraft movements each year. Out of this vast traffic, about 400 small airports together account for more than a third of the Continent’s passenger traffic.
Yet more than half of these airports are operating at a loss. The biggest cause of economic instability for small airports is their volatile relationship with low-cost carriers like Ryanair. Small airports lack the capacity to serve more than a handful of airlines, so they often become highly dependent on those few for revenue. That can leave airports like Glasgow Prestwick, in Scotland, in the greater Glasgow urban area, financially vulnerable when one of the carriers  like Wizz Air pull out.
Still, while their small size creates greater economic pressures for these airports, it also allows for more innovative approaches to recovery. Often, just a handful of people can decide to employ new strategies. New marketing tactics often aim directly at the passenger rather than the airline. Many airports, like Krakow Airport, in Poland, work to foster customers’ loyalty through reward programs. Others, like Lyon-Saint Exupéry Airport, have gotten even more creative. Five years ago, the airport developed “Le Club Imagine.” 
But while their small size may facilitate creative marketing, it also exposes these airports to larger financial risks relative to their size, particularly when it comes to attracting low-cost carriers. A common incentive is to reduce landing fees or even eliminate them altogether, but some airports go to even greater lengths, financing the construction of new infrastructure facilities in the hope of attracting traffic. 
Sometimes, the investment pays off — a year after opening a €5.5 million, or $7.3 million, low-cost airline terminal in 2010, Bordeaux-Mérignac Airport in france had a 9 percent increase in passenger traffic. Sometimes it doesn’t. 
Despite the economic challenges and risks, advocates of these airports say they need to be judged not just on their own profitability but more broadly on the value they bring to their catchment areas. Not only do they create jobs onsite and in the surrounding areas, but they help to expose neighboring communities to global trade. 
Regardless of the challenges, managers of small airports still say that their size is one of their biggest assets. It’s a radically different experience to the miles and miles you have to travel in major hubs. It’s flying how flying should be.


I. SYNTHESE EN LANGUE FRANCAISE : Vous dégagerez les idées essentielles de ce texte en FRANCAIS  en 130 mots (+ ou – 10%)
II. EXPRESSION : Vous devez répondre aux deux questions en ANGLAIS en 110 mots chacune
A. “You can’t expect much from small airports. The services they provide are really poor”. Use elements from the article and your own experience to comment on the previous statement. 
B. Travel broadens the mind. Are you for or against the idea of democratizing passenger air traffic?
