Europe’s small airports face challenges – Written comprehension 

1. This article is about : a) major airlines 
b) small airlines      c) major airports 
d) small airports
2. Which of the following proverbs sums up the main idea of the article : 
a) Birds of a feather flock together 

b) United we stand, divided we fall 
c) A fine cage won’t feed the bird. 

3. Complete the following sentences with a figure. 
a. Small airports serve ……… million passengers a year or fewer. 
b. About 400 small airports account for more than ………% of the continent’s passenger traffic. 
c.  Lyon-Saint Exupéry Airport developed “Le Club Imagine” in  ………
4. Circle the airports in red and the airlines in green :
Heathrow – 
Linz – 

Wizz Air -  
Glasgow Prestwick – 

Ryanair
5. Pick out a sentence showing that small airports play a significant part in the European passenger traffic.
6. “Yet more than half of these airports are operating at a loss” (l. 12) means that small companies make a profit : RIGHT – WRONG
7. Circle the reasons why small airports are particularly vulnerable : they are mainly in urban areas so they can’t develop – they have to face too many challenges – they can serve very few airlines – they only serve low-cost airlines – the airlines they serve often pull out.
8. Say if the following statements are right or wrong :
a. It is much easier for small airports to implement innovative measures.
b. A small size means a limited chain of command. 
c. Most innovative measures are airline-centred. 
d. Small airports encourage customer loyalty.
9. It is necessary for small airports to attract low-cost carriers. Tick the measures they are ready to take :
a. □ They increase landing fees. 
b. □ They give up landing fees altogether.
c. □  They invest money in building new infrastructure facilities. 
d. □  They close low-cost airline terminals. 
10. Those measures only have positive results : RIGHT – WRONG
11. Choose the right solution each time
a. Those in favour of small airports : opponents – advocates
b. A vehicle that is able to fly by gaining support from the air : aircraft – airline
c. Something that yields good results : pulls out – pays off
d. To do extreme things to achieve one’s goal : employ new strategies – go to great lengths 
e. The area from which customers are drawn : surrounding area – catchment area
12. List at least three other advantages small airports offer.
13. “It’s a radically different experience to the miles and miles you have to travel in major hubs” means that in bigger airports you have to walk long distances to reach the departure or the arrival gates : RIGHT  - WRONG
14. Translate into English:
a. Cela représente un tiers du trafic continental de passagers. 
b. Ils desservent uniquement une poignée de compagnies aériennes. 
c. Ils devraient être jugés plus largement sur leur valeur ajoutée qu’ils apportent à leur zone d’attractivité. 
d. Prendre l’avion devrait être comme cela. 
