Lycée de la Communication, METZ – Europe’s small airports face challenges – BTS Blanc correction

I. SYNTHESE EN LANGUE FRANCAISE : Vous dégagerez les idées essentielles de ce texte en FRANCAIS  en 130 mots (+ ou – 10%)
Proposition de compte-rendu en français : 

Cet article du New York Times en date du 16 janvier 2013, parle des petits aéroports et des difficultés qu’ils doivent surmonter. Si globalement, ils représentent un tiers du trafic continental annuel de voyageurs,  5 millions de passagers au plus transitent par chacun d’entre eux. Ils doivent donc impérativement garder ces passagers ou en attirer de nouveaux. Or leur petite taille leur permet de desservir un nombre limité de compagnies aériennes. Si l’une d’entre elles se retire, les conséquences économiques peuvent être désastreuses. Pour les retenir, ils sont donc obligés de renoncer à une partie de leurs profits d’exploitation ou contraints d’investir dans des infrastructures coûteuses. Leur proximité géographique, leur souplesse et leur petite taille sont cependant des atouts pour mettre en place des stratégies marketing innovantes garantissant leur attractivité. 

(130 mots)

A. II. EXPRESSION : Répondre en ANGLAIS en 110 mots
“You can’t expect much from small airports. The services they provide are really poor”. Use elements from the article and your own experience to comment on the previous statement. 
It is generally agreed serving a limited number of airlines makes small airports financially vulnerable as their passenger traffic is limited too. This may explain why a lot of people think that they can’t expect much from them and their poor services. 
In fact, small airports have many advantages. Firstly, they are located near big cities so easily accessible. Passengers have to walk less to or far from the gate.  The costs of parking or car rentals are usually lower. In addition, plane tickets are often cheaper : landing fees are generally reduced to attract airlines. Finally, in a human-size environment, employees are likely to be more cheerful and helpful. 
(110 words)
II. EXPRESSION : Répondre en ANGLAIS en 110 mots
B. Travel broadens the mind. Are you for or against the idea of democratizing passenger air traffic?
It is a well-known fact that discovering new cultures in faraway countries is very gratifying. Indeed, travel broadens the mind. Yet, travelling costs are often a deterrent. Should passenger air traffic be democratized? 
On the one hand, democratizing passenger air traffic is necessary for small airports to ensure their economic survival. In addition, low-income travellers should be able to visit exotic countries. 
On the other hand, low-cost travelling increases environmental problems, first because aircraft engines emit many gases, then because mass-tourism is likely to deteriorate natural resources. 
To conclude, democratizing passenger air traffic should be a thoughtful and sustainable process. It shouldn’t be achieved at the expense of the environment.
(110 words)
