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	Why Confederate Monuments Must Fall, By Karen L. Cox, New York Times Opinion – August 15, 2017 
Charlotte, N.C. – Activists in Durham, N.C., tired of waiting for local leaders to decide what to do about a statue of a Confederate soldier downtown, on Monday literally took matters into their own hands, yanking it off its pedestal and then kicking it, as if trying to beat it into submission. A North Carolina law passed in 2015 prohibits the removal of these monuments, yet the prospect of being prosecuted for doing just that was not a deterrent.
Once again, we’re having a national debate about the hundreds of Confederate monuments that stand across the South — inspired, this time, by last weekend’s march in Charlottesville, Va., when white supremacists protested the city’s plan to move a statue of Robert E. Lee. White supremacists aren’t the only defenders of these monuments. President Trump on Tuesday criticized efforts to take them down. “This week, it is Robert E. Lee. 
I noticed that Stonewall Jackson is coming down,” he told a news conference. “I wonder, is it George Washington next week?” Some say they are about heritage and history, not racism; others say we need to keep them in place to remind us of our dark past.
Confederate apologists in the South and around the country have rallied behind such monuments since they first went up in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. They recast Confederate soldiers as heroes fighting not for the institution of slavery but for the “Lost Cause,” the mythology of the Confederacy as a grand patriarchal civilization.
Many of the monuments celebrate figures like Lee, who even today is defended as a critic of slavery who only grudgingly joined the Confederacy. [...] He was, and remains, the most iconic of Confederate heroes. 
But the Charlottesville march, with its hundreds of neo-Nazis and white nationalists coming out to defend the memory of General Lee, puts the lie to the notion that, as the apologists say, these monuments are about “heritage, not hate”.
This is hardly new. Confederate monuments have always been symbols of white supremacy. The heyday of monument building, between 1890 and 1920, was also a time of extreme racial violence, as Southern whites pushed back against what little progress had been made by African-Americans in the decades after the Civil War. [...]And once again, rather than seeing clearly that Confederate monuments stand at the very center of the white-supremacist imagination, too many people are clouding the issue. Some of my fellow historians have naively suggested that we need to keep them to teach us the darker lessons of Southern history.
But at what cost? What the events of this past weekend have made clear is that for several generations, the Lee monument and others like it have assisted the cause of white supremacy and the deadly violence that has accompanied it. This is why communities across the region have a moral obligation to take up the cause of removing them. Artifacts of hate will be lost, but their history and meaning will not.


I. Work on words : Match them up !                       

To pull 


Reluctantly  
Hardly  


Protesters
To ban 


Not at all 
Grudgingly  

To yank
Activists 

To prohibit 

IV. Here are some definitions. Find in the text the words they refer to. 
a. Someone who believes that a particular group of people should have control over other people (noun / l. 1-10) :
b. It is served to discourage, prevent or prohibit something (noun / l. 1-10)
c. Ruled or controlled solely by men (adjective / l. 15-20)
d. A period of greatest prosperity or productivity (noun / l. 20-25) :
V. Who said that ? A white supremacist – a Confederate apologist – Donald Trump – An activist 
a. “We shouldn’t have to set a limit. Confederate statues shouldn’t have been put down in the first place!”  
_ _ _ _ _
b. “Let’s leave the past in the past and stop glorifying so-called heroes. We don’t need their statues.” 

_ _ _ _ _
c. “It is high time African Americans started to respect the memory of iconic Confederate heroes!” 

_ _ _ _ _ 
d. “These statues have a strong symbolic value, shared and transmitted to us by our forefathers.” 

_ _ _ _ _
VI. Right or wrong? Justify your answer in your own words and / or by quoting the text. 
a. Tearing down statues has always been illegal in North Carolina. 
b. Protesters were fed up with relying on local authorities and decided to deal themselves with the problem of Confederate statues. 
c. Confederate statues are seen by apologists as remnants of some kind of lost paradise. 
d. Keeping controversial statues is seen by some as an enduring way of educating the next generations.
VII. Answer the following questions in complete answers. 
a. Why did some activists topple the statue of a Confederate soldier in Charlottesville? 
b. Why are white supremacists totally against the idea of removing such statues? 
c. How mild is the position of Confederate apologists? Why isn’t it tenable? 
d. Is the person who wrote this article for or against the removal of controversial statues? Explain (40 words). 
  II. Find the corresponding nouns


      + translate them into French      a. To march →   


 b. To defend →   


 c. To protest → 


 d. To lead →   


 e. To prosecute →   


 f.  To demonstrate → 





III. Fill in the blanks with the right                   prepositions �


a. Being tired _ _ _ _ something�


�b. To take _ _ _ _ a cause ��


c. To yank a statue _ _ _ _ its pedestal� �


d. Being prosecuted _ _ _ _ something��


e. To beat an animal _ _ _ _ submission��


f. To remind someone _ _ _ _  something �








