	Statues = works of art
	Statues = Political tools 

	- have aesthetic values 
- are cast, carved / set in stone so are meant to last nearly forever
- have historical values, are remnants of long-gone artists, influences, ideas, materials, tools and skills
- are often exhibited in public places they help beautifying
- art is above politics 
- even if you don’t admire the heroes represented, you can nevertheless admire the artistic techniques / craft / practice that went into their carving.

	- help us to remember heroic events as well as darker eras of our history
- don’t necessarily reflect the opinion of an entire community
- can be used as propaganda tools 
- may be erected to glorify / commemorate heroes but also tyrants or dictators
- can be viewed as shrines but can also have racist or supremacist overtones
- are sometimes an eye-sore for some members of a community
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