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	My name is Edward Snowden. I used to work for the government, but now I work for the public. It took me nearly three decades to recognize that there was a distinction and when I did, it got me into a bit of trouble at the office. As a result, I now spend my trying to protect the person I used to be – a spy for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the National Security Agency (NSA), just another young technologist out to build what I was sure would be a better world. […]
The book is about what led up to that decision, the moral and ethical principles that informed it, and how they came to be. […]
I love my country, and I believe in public service, my whole family, my whole family line for centuries, is filled with men and women who have spent heir lives serving this country and its citizens. I myself have sworn an oath of service not to an agency, not even to a government, but to the public. In support and defence of the Constitution, whose guarantee of civil liberties had been so flagrantly violated. Now I was more than part of that violation. I was party to it. All of that work, all of those years – who was I working for? How was I to balance my contract of secrecy with the agencies that employed me and the oath I had sworn to my country’s foundling principles? To who, or what, did I owe the greater allegiance? At what point was I morally obliged to break the law? 
Reflecting on those principles brought me answers. I realized that coming forward and disclosing to journalists the extent of my country’s abuses wouldn’t be advocating for anything radical, like the destruction of the government or even the IC. It would be a return to the pursuit of the government’s, and the IC’s, own stated ideals. 
Permanent Record, Edward Snowden, 2019



1.Introduce the document (nature – author – date – topic – genre – source)

2. List all the personal details given in this extract. 
3. What kind of oath did he 
4. “… until she hated me and I hated myself” – How far was E. Snowden ready to go? 
5. “… another one of those charming methods the FBI used” – Comment on the tone used here. 

6. “… A little bit of math can accomplish what all the guns and barbed wire can’t: a little bit of math can keep a secret.” – What does Snowden compare algorithms to? What image is given here of the digital world?
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