My name is Anil. I’m thirteen years old. I wake up at five every day.  I get washed and dressed and then I start work. I work at home. I do the joining work on glass bangles. When the bangles come from the factory to our house, the bangle isn’t joined. It’s not a full circle, so I have to hold it in the flame to stick the ends together. Women wear these bangles. When we finish it, they go back to the factory for decoration. Then they go to the shops and markets and then women buy them. This is a bundle. I make about 15 bundles a day.
There’re a lot of problems in my house. Only three of us are working. My father got very ill and we had to spend all the money we’ve got on medicine. Now he’s not here anymore… so things are very difficult. We used to have a house. Then my father broke his leg and we didn’t have any money, so we had to sell our house. Then he got very ill with cancer and then… he died.

Before my husband got ill, all the children went to school and were able to play. But after he got ill, the older ones had to start working. School costs about eighty p. per month in fees for each child. And then we have to pay for pens and notebooks and textbooks on top of that. We just can’t earn enough to send all the children to school.
