‘If we had our own land, we’d be happy. We’d not depend on others. But we don’t have our own place and we have to be very servile and obey orders. If we had our own land, we would work hard and do something else, for instance we could open a food shop. But we are dependent on others and that’s the reason why we have to live this way. If you are rich, it’s no problem.’
Discrimination based on caste has been prohibited by law since India first gained its independence in 1947. But the two hundred million outcasts in the country are still being oppressed, still discriminated against. Many have left their fingerprints on contracts which make them indebted for the rest of their lives to people from higher castes. Often, too, the outcasts or Dalits are caught in working conditions that are more like slavery.
‘This is very dangerous work, we can hardly avoid being hurt but we have to work. That stone (…) on both my arms and my legs. Look at these scars in my legs and here… But we tolerate it because we are fighting for our lives.’
