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THE POLITICS OF A PANDEMIC

The Coronavirus could determine the outcome of the U.S. presidential election

Inaddition to being aninternational health crisis, the COVID
States, in the midst of the presidential campaign, afteriniti
tune, and now willingly refers to it as a war effort.,

he coronavirus pandemic is first

<= and foremost a global public health
crisis. But here in the United States — as is
likely true in other countries — the response
to it is heavily overlaid with political calcu-
lations. It is both obvious and inevitable, The
crisis is unfolding in the lead-up to the elec-
tion.

2. Viewed strictly in a political light, the con-
sequences and rewards of responses to this
virus — good responses as well as bad ones
— suggest a new political dynamic that has
few predecessors. There was an election in the
midst of the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918, but
that was a midterm election year, not-a presi-
dential one,

-19 pandemic s also having animpact on political life. In the United
ally downplaying the spread of the virus, Donald Trump changed his
Can this strategy pay off or is it doomed to fail?

3. I would submit that in general, a national
crisis benefits the incumbent, if the nation is
perceived to be at war against an outside actor.
In such cases, there is a predictable national-
istic rallying. Fear becomes an adhesive; hero-
ism becomes an antidepressant. And the
president’s bully pulpit is amplified, as net-
works carry his news conferences and an-

1.firstand foremost above all / globalinternational,
worldwide/ health physical well-being, here medical / likely
probably/ response reaction/ to overlay, laid, laid to
connect,link, influence / obvious evident, clear / tounfold
todevelop, take place / lead-up period preceding.
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Z,rewardrecompense, here, positive result / in the midst of
during / fluinfluenza / midtermelection congressional and
local electionsin the middle of a presidential term.

3.tosubmit here, toassert, support (the idea that) /
incumbent person currently holding office / predictable
inevitable, unsurprising / rallying unifying, mobilising /
adhesive here, element that unites / bully pulpit (US)
public office or position of authority allowingits occupant to
dominate, influence / network TV channel /to carryhereto
transmit, broadcast /
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Lisa Anselmo, we discuss the

nouncements live and the American public
tunes in. People need reassurance, stability
and leadership, and changing the person in
command in the middle of the process might
not appeal to many.

4.As such, Donald Trump has tried in every way
tomake fighting the pandemic feel like fighting
awar. As he tried to frame it: “We're at war, in a
true sense we're at war, and we
are fighting an invisible enemy.”
But an invisible enemy doesn’t
work as well as a visible one, so
Trump now regularly refers to the
virus as the “Chinese virus.”

make fighting
the pandemic
feellike @
fightingawar.

5. The problem for Trump is that
this actually isn't a war. It's a
health crisis. The government
may attempt to mobilize in some
of the same ways it would if the
country were actually at war, but

‘a health crisis carries a different psychological

freight than a combat war.

6. A virus is invisible, as Trump originally
phrased it, so there isn't a person or a people to
vilify. An invisible army of submicroscopic infec-
tious agents with no mind and no capacity for
malice isn't an enemy that calls up patriotic
defensive cohesion.

7. Calling the virus “the Chinese virus” is the
closest Trump can get to a target, to racist, cul-
tural scapegoating. Regardless of where the first
case of this virus was identified, the United
States now has more confirmed cases than any
country in the world.

8. Furthermore, the theater of battle is out of
sight, due to patient privacy concerns and HIPAA

totuneintoturnonthe TV and watch/ toappealtoto
attract, please; here satisfy,

4.assuchthus/toframe to define, express / torefertoas
tocall, allude to.

S.actuallyinfact, inreality / to attempt to to try to, make
aneffort to/ to carry here, toembody, present / freight here,
baggage,impact, effect.

6.tophrasetoexpress, formulate/ to vilify todefame /
mind brain, thoughts, intelligence.

7.target object of anattack / to scapegoat to make one
entity responsible for/take the blame for sthin itsentirety /
regardless irrespective of, independent of ’

8. furthermore additionally, moreover / out of sight
invisible / concern preoccupation, consideration/

- Donald Trump
has tried in
every way to

(Health Insurance Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act) regulations. This war is being waged in
hospitals, and the closest most of us will truly
get to understanding the gravity and human
cost of the situation is from personal testimoni-
als from health care providers.

i

9. Here again, the battle differs. In a traditional
war, or even a terrorist attack, the front line com-
 batants are public servants, exten-
| sions of the government: soldiers,
police officers, firefighters. In the
case of a health care emergency,
many of those on the front lines
are private citizens in a for-profit
industry. They may rise, and they
have in this case, to true honor,
nobility and service, but it is hard
for a politician to take credit for
their effort and sacrifice.

10. That is a thing thatleaders like
to do: Find a moment when they can declare a
victory, even if the war still rages — George W.
Bush on an aircraft carrier standing in front of a
“Mission Accomplished” banner, or Barack Oba-
ma announcing the killing of Osama bin Laden.
Thereisnot likely to be such a dramatic moment
with this virus unless a vaccine or treatment is
quickly developed.

1. 8till, Trump forecasts a victory moment,
saying in March, “Americans from every walk
of life are coming together and thanks to the
spirit of our people, we will win this war and

HIPAA law requiring the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Healthand Human Services to develop regulations protecting
the privacy and security of certain healthinformation /
healthinsurance medical insurance / accountability
responsibility / act law / regulation here, legal requirements
/towage tofight (awar) / testimonial personal account /
health care provider medical professional,

9. public servant person in government position /
firefighter person whose jobit s to put out fires / health
care medical services / emergency urgent situation / private
citizenindividual / for-profit aimed at making money/to
rise, rose, risen here, to emerge / nobility quality of being
noblein character / to take, took, taken credit for to allow
people to believe that you have done something,

10.torage (of astorm, battle) to be at its most violent /
aircraft carrier military ship from which planes can take off
andland/ tostand, stood, stood to be positioned /
dramatic theatrical / unless except if.

11.stillyet, nevertheless / toforecast, cast, cast to predict,
foresee / walk of life occupation, profession or positionin
society.

we are, we're winning and we're going to win
this war.”

12. Furthermore, it is nearly impossible to grasp
the scope of the lethality of the crisis. We see
numbers climb, but we rarely see the human
representation of those numbers.

13. There isno battlefield to visit. There s no pile
of rubble to climb. There is no communal gath-
ering place. Even if there was a place to gather,
gatherings are strictly discouraged during this
crisis. There is no collective action, and therefore
collective conscience, because we are isolated
from one another.

14. The most we see is online concerts and con-
vening, and people clapping or singing from
balconies. There are no candlelight vigils. There
are no massive quilts. Trump needs America to
view the fight against the virus as awar against
an army unleashed by a foreign power — one
over which we will emerge victorious. Only in
thatlight can he emerge as a valiant leader. Seen
the other way, the way it truly is — as a national
health emergency during which he has failed
by downplaying its significance and lying about
his response — it would be a disaster. @

12. tograsp to understand, here, visualise / scope extent /
lethality capacity to be fatal / to climb torise,

13. battlefield area where combat takes place/ rubble
debris/ gathering place meeting place / therefore asa
result, consequently.

14.convening to come together fora meeting / to clap to
applaud/ candlelight vigil people gathering at night to
remember, honour or protest, with candles / massive
enormous, gigantic / quilt here, memorial (pictures or names
arranged on the side of a building that resemble a patchwork
quilt to memorialise peaple who died) /to unleash to
instigate, set off / foreign from another country / valiant
showing valour, courageous / tofail to be negligent about /
todownplay tominimise/ significance importance.
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Many would need to change their rules at huge
cost to run a mail-only election,

10. Robert P Jones, founder and chief executive
of the Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI),
said: “There is a patchwork of state constitutions.
The west coast is ahead of the curve whereas
other states might have to scramble. One chal-
lenge is the United States postal service is eco-
nomically unstable, so vote by mail may not be
as simple as it seems right now. We could end
up with concerns about the legitimacy of the
election. Last time it was only 10,000 votes in
Michigan. It's not hard to think we might have
votes misdirected or ‘return to sender”’

Can therestill bea 2020 pres:dentlal election?

The coronavirus has had amajor effect that will be felt throughout 2020 and further.
Ina context where everyone stays at home to limit the contagion, no event, whatever
its scope, has been spared. The day after his election in 2016, the Republican candidate
went straight back to campaigning. Despite the many scandals that marred his
presidency, Donald Trump survived his first term in office, but will the same be true for
the next general election?

il. Party-politics are already a factor. Democrats
sought $2bn in funding for absentee and vote-
by-mail options in the recent coronavirus emer-
gency relief bill but only got $400m. Trump
admitted on Fox News: “The things they had in
there were crazy. They had things - levels of
voting that, if you ever agreed to it, youd never
@ haveaRepublican elected in this country again” >>>

he coronavirus pandemichastakena 3. “We're in completely uncharted waters here
wrecking ball to the Olympics, Edin-  and I don't think anybody knows what's going
burgh Festival and UN's Cop26 climate confer-  to happen,” said Monika McDermott, a political
ence. In America, presidential primary elections  science professor at Fordham University in New

SIPA)

have gone down like skittles, the Democratic = York. “By November the picture might be com- 5. Now, Biden finds himself holed up in his November, the worst of the pandemic will be  ency of states voting on different dates, Congress s v ———
national convention has been postponed and  pletely unrecognisable. We don't even know if  basement in Wilmington, Delaware, struggling over. The US held midterm elections in 1018  passed alaw in 1845 that stipulated federalelec- " 1. execu';ive Srfpany: dire'ctm/' shand e i
campaigns are frozen in time. All of which  the election is going to happen as scheduled.  tobreakinto the national conversation through even in the grip of the Spanish flu that killed  tions mustbe held on the Tuesday after the first  /curve trend/lineonagraph/to scramble torushtodosth,
raises the question: can the 2020 general elec-  There’s talk out there about postponing itor TV interviews and virtual campaign events. 675,000 people nationwide. Monday in November (the day and time of year ~ tobeinahurrytodosth (withdifficulty) / challenge difficulty
tion itself survive? changing it to a mail-in only election” Trump has been denied the lifeblood of rallies were chosen to suit farmers). Congress would {forceinaomBacupation, tomisdect oseratothe

but switched to his other favourite medium - 7. Fifteen states and one territory have postponed ~ have to pass a new law to postpone the 2020  senderphraseused toindicate that aletter cannot be
2, The presidential vote is due to take placeon 3 THE FUTURE OF THE CAMPAIGN television - with daily coronavirus taskforce their primaries already this year, denying Biden election and even then would runinto constitu- ~ deliveredandmust bereturned to the personwhosent t).
November. The date is set by federal law and 4. The profound uncertainty has upended po- ~ briefings from the White House. Polls suggest the chance to knock out his rival, the Vermont tional hurdles stating the new Congress must 1. toseek, sought, sought o try toobtain /bn =billion
Donald Trump has no power to delay it alone. litical campaigns like nothing else in living heisbenefiting moderately from a “rally around senator Bernie Sanders, sooner rather than later.  be sworn inon 3 January and the new president's Egrl]ii;?;g;ir:]‘;jl w;ll:';mgggﬁgg L'tr;aﬁ"ﬁ'gﬁ{ :rgL%rfefﬂn:gw Ew
That would require legislation enacted by Con-  memory. On 3 March, former vice-president Joe  the flag effect”. June will now be a bumper month, with nearly ~ term must begin on 20 January. /toadmit to concede / crazy mad/ toagree totoaccept.
gress and signed by the president. Such an  Bidenwon 10states on Super Tuesday, the biggest 700 delegates up for grabs in 10 states and the
outcome still remains unthinkable tomost. But ~ day in the primary calendar, and took firm 6. Media coverage that would normally be all District of Columbia on 2 June alone - assuming  NEW RULES?
many unthinkable events have unfo]ded inthe  control of the Democratic race. Trump, mean- ~ about the race for the White House is domi- | the primaries can go ahead The Democratic Na- 9. If the election does go ahead as expected on o
last month. while, was holding regular campaign ralliesin  nated instead by an extraordinary publichealth | tional Committee also announceditwasdelaying 3 November, states that already allow early and sug LEBOUT DELA LANGUE

packed arenas. and economic crisis. Trump and Biden con- |~ its presidential nominating convention in Mil-  absentee voting will be well placed. Washington "
tinue to work on the assumption that,come ~ waukee by amonth until the week of 17 August. ~ state, for example, has carried out elections by

mail for years and its primary last month went

1. to take, took, taken a wrecking ball to to destroy

(wrecking ball heavy metal ball used to demolish 3. unchartedwaters unknown territory / pleture situation 5. toholeup toconfine / basement room below ground 8. But changing general election day would be  ahead as planned. But 17 states require some kind
buldings) /primary election preliminary election by voters.  scheduled planned, programmed / talkdiscussion/out  level /tostruggle o have iffcultes/ tobreak, broke, much more difficult. Faced with the inconsist- ~ of excuse for requesting an absentee ballot.
ofapolitical party to select a candidate for office / to go, there here,among the population / mail-inonlyelection  brokeninto toforce one’s wayinto/ lifeblood vital force /

went, gone down likeskittles tofall lkea houseof cards  poctalyote-only, > to switch to to change to/ medium media, means of

(skittle one of nine wooden objects which must be hitina 5 it - i communication / taskforce group of experts brought } ) o

game of bowling) / Democratic here, of the Democrat 4. toupend to completely change / in living memory together to advise on or manage a particular problem / tobeover tobefinished / to hold, held, held toorganise/ 8. inconsistency nonuniformity / to pass to vote for, to
party/ topostpone tomove toa later date / frozen during a time which can be remembered by peoplesstill alive briefing press conference/ poll survey, study of public midterm elections congressional and local electionsinthe  bring into effect by legislation / to suit to be appropriate for,
turned to ice, here, officially temporarily stopped / toraise ~ / formerex-/Super Tuesday Tuesday in March when opinion/ rally around the flag effect support for the middle of a presidential term /inthe gripofatatimewhen  tosatisfy/farmeragriculturalist / to run, ran, runinto to
toprovoke / general election presidential election. Dla’t!f members inmore thaqdzo states votein primary President of the US during a period of international crisis (as | severely affected by, in the middle of / Spanish fluinfluenza  comeup against / hurdle obstacle / to state to stipulate /
2. vote here, election / to be due to to be organised/ glggggﬂs}gf:gzﬁmﬁgﬁﬁ rt(;]s; ézgﬁltﬁgd;?ﬁig;ﬁ:gﬁig' ,  Ittakesattention away from other criticized national pandemic of 1918 / nationwide all over the country, tobe swornin toinaugurate / term period in office.
planned to/ totake, took, taken place to happen, to to hold, held, held to organise, to participate in /regular  Bovernmental policies). f nationally. 9, as expected asplanned / early voting ability to vote in
occur/toset, set, set tofix / to delay to move toa later frequeni /rail'y large political gc"ithering / packed full of 6. coverage media attention, reporting of an event / i 7.todeny torefuse / to knock out to eliminate / bumper advance/ absenteevoting postal vote / tocarryout to
date/to require tonecessitate / toenact to passinto law peaple, crowdad / arena stadium extraordinary unprecedented / assumption supposition very full / nearly almost / up for grabs available towin / do, here, to organise / to require toimpose, todemand/ to
/ outcome result, here, situation / to unfold to take place, ! ' /to come, came, come here, by the time t's Novernber / i aloneonly/assuming provided / to go, went, gone request to ask for/ ballot vote /

tohappen. | ahead to continue, to take place.
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STOKING FEAR
12, At a White House coronavirus taskforce
briefing he elaborated by claiming without evi-
dence: “I think alot of people cheat with mail-in
voting. I think people should vote with ID -
voter ID. I think voter ID is very important and
the reason they don’t want voter ID is because
they intend to cheat. “It shouldn’t be mail-n
voting. It should be: you go to a booth and you
proudly display yourself. You don't send it in the
mail where people pick up - all sorts of bad
things can happen by the time they signed that,
if they signed that by the time it gets in and is
tabulated”

13. Republicans have long stoked fears of fraud
in mail-in voting. But according to the Wash-
ington Post, in Washington state’s last election,
4.4m ballots were cast but fewer than a hun-
dred were flagged and none led to a criminal
fraud investigation.

14. What remains unknown is whether the
pandemic will help or hurt Trump at the bal-
lot box. He declared a national emergency on
13 March but has been fiercely condemned
for previously downplaying the virus, squan-
dering crucial weeks and leaving the country
unprepared. The president has “has blood on
his hands”, argued the Boston Globe editorial
board this week, while Biden’s supporters say
the former vice-president would bring pre-
cisely the stable leadership the country needs.

12. toelaborate to explainin detall / to claim to assert, to
say / evidence proof / to cheat toactin afraudulent/
dishonest way / tointend to have the intention to / booth
enclosed area / proudly with pride, here, clearly, openly / to
display oneself to show oneself / to pick up to take / by
thetimebefore/ toget, got, gotintoarrive, here, tobe
registered / to tabulate to count.

13.long foralong time / to stoke to provoke / according
tointhe opinionof.../ to cast, cast, cast a ballot to votein
anelection/ toflag tosignal (witha warning) / to lead,
led, led toresultin/ investigation enquiry.

14. tohurt, hurt, hurt toharm, tohave a negativeimpact
on/ballot box boxin which a votels put, here, elections /
emergency urgent situation, crisis / flercely strongly,
intensely / previously until that time / to downplay to
minimise (the importance of) / tosquandertowaste/to
haveblood on one’s hands to be responsible for the death
of many people (blood red liquid which circulates around
the body) / to argueto say / editorial board group of
editors and writers of a newspaper / supporter defender,
adherent, follower / leadership direction, authority,
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15. The PRRI says that, in less than three weeks,
Trump has seen the highest increase in his
favourability rating since the institute began
tracking it in 2015. Jones explained: “We're
seeing a typical American re-
action at times of national cri-
sis, a ‘rally around the flag ef-
fect It happened with George
W Bush after 9/1 and Barack
Obama after the killing of
Osama bin Laden. But on this
one, we're looking at some- |
thing different, the very front
edge of the US finally taking |
this seriously.

16. Robert Griffin, research di-
rector of the Democracy Fund
Voter Study Group, agreed that the “rally around
the flag effect” is benefiting the president but
noted that, after the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks, it was not only Bush but also state gov-
ernors who saw arise in their approval ratings.

15.Increaserise/ favourability rating popularity/ to
track to monitor, to study, to follow / typical normal,
characteristic / to rally around to bring people together to
supportacause/9/11 = September 11th 2001/ killing
execution/tolook at to see, to observe / very absolute /
front highest / edge limit, here, level.

16.toagree to share the same opinion / to note to state,
toremark, to observe/ rise increase, augmentation /
approvalratings public popularity /

 Whatremains
unknownis
whether the
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~ Therace for the White House was supposed to be the most important story of 2020. But coronavirus has

m ai_gnln'g impossible for President Trump and former vice president Joe Biden,

“The effect is not necessarily related to perfor-

mance or what the government is doing," hesaid.
“By historical standards, the effect for Trump is
smaller than you'd expect and smaller than we've
seen for otherworld leaders. His
approval rating has not really
changed that much and, for the
2020 election, it's not moved the
needle at all” ;

pandemicwi“ 17. Trump’s central re-election

argument was the economy,

helpor hurt B bt the coronavirus outbreak
/ Tl'umpat the ' has caused the quickest col-
ballotbox.

lapse the US job market has
* ever seen, throwing 10 million
& people out of work in just two
weeks, and destroyed countless
businesses. Griffin said: “Economic shocks in
an election year are about as bad as it could get
in terms of timing for a president seeking re-
election. How are the American people going to
interpret the action of this administration?” @

toberelated to to be linked to / standard point of
comparison / to expect to assume / leader head of state/
needle indicator onascale, here, to move the needle to
change the situation / atallin any way.

17. outbreak epidemic/ collapse complete breakdown /
jobmarket labour market / to throw, threw, thrownsb
out of work to make sb unemployed / countless many,
innumerable / business company / shock here, crisis/ ast
bad as it could get worst case scenario / timing momen
when sth happens. 2
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Le décryptage
Elections US

Donald John Trump

© Date and place of birth
June 14,1946 in Queens,New York City, New York, U.S.A.

© Education
The Wharton School

©Career
Trump began his career in 1968 at his father Fred's real estate development
company, E. Trump & Son, which owned middle-class rental housing in
New York City's outer boroughs. In 1971, he was named president of the
family company and renamed it The Trump Organization. He then went
on to turn his family name into a brand and ultimately a household name,
real estate development property management ranging from renovation to the
purchase of land for building / to own to possess, be the proprietor of / rental
housing paying an amount monthly to have a domestic residence / outer
boroughs suburb / to name to be chosen, identified, designated / to go, went,
gone on to to proceed / brand image, trademark / ultimately finally, eventually /
household name famous name, name known to everyone,

©Fun Facts
Heis the oldest first-term U.S. President, and the first without
prior military or government service.
first-term newly elected / prior previous / Reform Party American political party
formed in 1995 and led by Ross Perat ta respond to electors disillusioned with the
state of politics as being corrupt and unable to deal with vital
issues/ democratic here, Democrat,

© Party affiliation
Republican, but that has not always
been the case;
Republican; 1987-1999
Reform Party: 1999-2001
Demacratic Party; 2001-2009
Republican: 2009 - Present day

©Fortune
According to Forbes, the coronavirus
crisis has affected the president’s
fortune, making it drop from $3.1billion
to $2.1billion in less than a month,
todrop todecrease, to reduce / billion thousand
million.

© Controversy
The Trump name may be synonymous with
success, but it also comes with its fair share of
controversy ranging from accusations of racism,
sex scandals, corruption both before and during
his term in office. Trump’s presidency has been so
rocky that it has changed the way media cover
the news, for better or for worse.
fair share rightly deserved, here, many / tarange
from... to tovary from... to /in office in power /

rocky here, not stable, with ups and downs,
difficult.

© Vices

Trump does not smoke or drink. His
older brother Freddy suffered from
alcoholism and died at the age of 43,
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