Central Park
Central Park opened in 1857 and was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, a writer and landscape designer, and an English Architect, Calvert Vaux. In 1830, New-York became the biggest city in the United-States, 200,000 inhabitants, and there wasn't many greens, mainly cemeteries, as a consequence, as the city was stretching the North of Manhattan, more and more people wanted the municipality to build a park so that the inhabitants could flee the crowded and noisy city. Therefore, the legislature bought a waste land covered by marshes and huge rocks, where poor people (Afro-Americans and European immigrants) lived. Those people were deported from the park, the villages were razed and the construction site was set up.
Afterwards, the crisis which occurred in 1929 at Wall Street caused inhabitants to move to Central Park and live there, which made Central Park a damaged place where slums started to set up. Hopefully, everything changed when another mayor, Fiorello La Guardia, was elected, and gave Robert Moses the task of cleaning up the park in 1934. Central Park and other parks were entirely cleaned up in one year.
Nevertheless, Robert Moses left his job in 1960, and the park became damaged again: vandalism, graffiti and gangs started gathering in the park. However, Central Park was also a place for pacifist or hippy gatherings, for example, the demonstration against the Vietnam War, and for open-air concerts too. In the 70's, some organizations asked the mayor some changes. Therefore the Central Park Conservancy was created in 1980. With voluntary work, the park was entirely restored and cleaned.
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Central Park nowadays (2011)
Nowadays, Central Park is a much safer place than it used to be. Even if it is advised not to go there during the night as the police only watch until 9pm, Central Park was the safest park in 2005 all over the world, for example, it has got his own police who watches the park. However, in the XIXe-XXe centuries this park was also a place where assaults usually occurred, and even murders happened there.
Let's talk about the park himself: it is 4 kilometres long for 800 meters wide, and it is the biggest park in New-York City. The park receives about 25 visitors each year, therefore, it is the most visited park in the United-States. There are multiple reservoirs, and the largest is The Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir.
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Central Park top view
Cars aren't allowed to go from 7pm. Let's talk about activities: on the one hand, Central Park is loved by sportsmen: a lot of skaters, ice-skaters, skateboarders, joggers and horse-riders come to practice and there are 21 athletic fields. On the other hand, free dramatic performances occurs, and there are also some pop concerts, and the New York Philharmonic gives each year a open-air concert on the grass.
