[image: image1.jpg]chols nEngand
5 2repuaton
forseningchis*and
s090y vegetaie. Today,
nmanyschols fstfood
andsnacs v eplaced
atitoslschol dnners.
Scholshave adining* hall.
orsselsevic afetars.
Hany tesnagerspefrto
3 bringacoldoch o “pac-
el hicthey.
canestinthediningare,
orausideinthesummer,




[image: image2.jpg]Py Cicsion
8 mcammutory st

oo
Jooow i v sl
s Rios et ()
e oo o K aonc o
lrlions, ot st ity







[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]Extra-curricula

N e achotsaten v damasic oty andshey resent
Schoo play® everyyear Sometimes the GCSE and &avel students
performthe plays they arestudyingfor their exams o the restof

o schoal. Husl s atso Importantin many Englsh schools. There may
e ndividuallessons, aschool orchestra anda chir=.

ctivities










READING  ACTIVITIES
 Read the document carefully and then do the following activities.

 Activity 1 :  Identify the nature of the document. It’s…
 a press article

 a report

 a short story
 Activity 2 :  This document is about…
 life in British schools

 the British school system

 traditions in British schools
 Activity 3 :  RIGHT or WRONG ? Justify your answers quoting from the text.

a – “Public Schools” are the British equivalents to the French “écoles privées”.

     RIGHT   -   WRONG

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b – Parents have to pay a lot of money to send their children to public schools.

     RIGHT   -   WRONG

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

c – In state schools, there are boys and girls.






     RIGHT   -   WRONG

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

d – British pupils go to school on Sunday.






     RIGHT   -   WRONG

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e – Prince William was a student at Oxford College.





     RIGHT   -   WRONG

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Activity 4 :  Match one element from Column A with one element from Column B to make correct statements.
In a school day







with a talk.

Teachers are very involved





French “délégués de classe”

British pupils begin their school day




there are two breaks.

Prefects are English equivalents to




in the school life.
 Activity 5 :  Quote  (= cite) the different elements composing the Eton uniform.

- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . 
- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Activity 6 :  Make a list of the different popular British sports pupils enjoy practicing.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 Activity 7 :  Find the names of the famous British schools according to their definitions.
a) Prince Williams was a student there :  __ __ __ __ 

b) Harry Potter had lunch in its famous canteen :  __ __ __ __ __ __ 

c) There is a famous rowing race opposing this college to the previous one :  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Can you imagine never wearing your jeans to school ? Well this is the reality for most British schoolkids. In state schools the uniform can be very simple : skirt or trousers, a shirt with a tie, a blazer or sweatshirt with the school logo… It is one of the traditions that makes school life in England so different but there are many others…





SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES


There is a strong tradition of extra curricular activities in English schools. Teachers stay after school hours to help organize extra sports, drama, music… Students are also encouraged to collect money for charity, by organizing school festivities and other activities. Oxford College and Cambridge College organize a famous rowing race each year opposing the two famous colleges.





SCHOOL PREFECTS


In particular, private school students are encouraged to take responsibility. Each class chooses a form captain, and older students may be appointed as prefects, to help the running of the school. The students are put into different groups or houses, just like in the Harry Potter books and the films !





   In England, schools for 11 to 18-year-olds are called secondary schools. Over 90% of English children go to government state schools. Only 7% go to private schools.


The most exclusive private schools are called “public” schools. For example, Prince William went to Eton, a top public school for the elite. These schools are very expensive – the school fees can cost up to 40,0000euros per year ! 


Private or “public” schools are often in historical buildings, and many traditions have survived. They are not “mixed”, like state schools, and extra time is given to sports and other competitive activities.





THE  SCHOOL  WEEK


   In English schools, the week goes from 9am to 4pm, Monday to Friday. There is no school on Saturday. There is a break in the morning and at lunch time. Do you know a famous canteen ? Oxford College’s canteen where Harry Potter had lunch ! Most pupils prefer bringing their lunch in a lunch box. In some schools, the whole school meets for assembly in the morning.


Traditionally, assembly included hymns, prayers and news about the school. Today, because of England’s cultural diversity, the hymns have been replaced in most schools by a talk on different subjects, like ecology, etc…





  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  SCHOOL  UNIFORMS


Many educators and parents think that you get better marks at school if you wear a uniform. They also believe that school uniforms helps discipline by creating a stricter atmosphere in the school, and even reduces violence ! Another argument in favour of school uniform is the price. A uniform costs less to buy than fashionable clothes and generally lasts one year. And when the uniform is compulsory, everyone looks the same – so kids don’t judge one another on their clothes !





  THE  DISADVANTAGES  OF  SCHOOL  UNIFORMS


Some people think it’s a bad idea to force kids to all dress the same. They believe that if kids have to wear a uniform to school they will express themselves in other ways like using make-up, wearing jewellery and getting bizarre haircuts. In some schools, girls wear short skirts and high heels as a form of rebellion ! It’s also possible that pupils work better when they are comfortable and “cool”. And does wearing a uniform everyday prepare them for life after school ? After all, in the real world, we judge people by their clothes !





This boy goes to Eton, an exclusive public school for boys. They wear a black tailcoat and waistcoat, a white shirt and pinstriped trousers. The uniform was adopted as a sign of mourning for King George III. He died in 1820 !








