
Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence is an Australian book by Doris Pilkington, published in 

1996. Based on a true story, the book is a personal account of an indigenous Australian 

family's experiences as members of the Stolen Generation – the forced removal of 

mixed-race children from their families during the early 20th century. It tells the 

story of three young Aboriginal girls: Molly, 14 years old (the author's mother), Daisy 

(Molly's sister), and their cousin Gracie, who are forcibly removed from their families, 

later escape from a government settlement in 1931, and then trek over 1,500 miles 

home by following the rabbit-proof fence, a massive pest-exclusion fence which 

crossed Western Australia from north to south. 

 

 

    

 

  Molly and Daisy at the end of the film.  

 They were still alive in 2002. 
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Imagine it is 2002. You are Philip Noyce, the director of Rabbit Proof Fence. You are 

interviewed by a journalist and you talk about your film which has just been released and 

about the “Stolen Generations” in Australia. The journalist asks you many questions about your 

film , the reason why you decided to talk about this period of Australian history and about 

Molly and Daisy who are still alive.   

          PAIRWORK           

Write the dialogue between the film director and the journalist 

Then, play your role in front of the class! 
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Awards for the film  

Wins 

2001 – Queensland Premier's Literary Awards.[12] 

• Film Script—the Pacific Film and Television Commission Award (Christine Olsen)[13] 

2002 – Australian Film Institute Awards[14] 

• Best Film (Phillip Noyce, Christine Olsen, John Winter) 
• Best Original Music Score (Peter Gabriel) 
• Best Sound (Bronwyn Murphy, Craig Carter, Ricky Edwards, John Penders) 

2002 – Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards[15] 

• Best Director (Phillip Noyce) 
• Best Screenplay—Adapted (Christine Olsen) 

2002 – Inside Film Awards[16] 

• Best Actress (Everlyn Sampi) 
• Best Production Design (Roger Ford) 

2002 – New South Wales Premier's History Awards[17] 

• shortlisted for The Premier's Young People's History Prize (Christine Olsen and Phillip Noyce) 
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