1st Gulf War
Introduction
2 August 1990 – 28 February 1991

(6 months, 3 weeks and 5 days)

Considered as the 2d Gulf War (1st is Iran-Iraq War 1980-88)

Invasion in Iraq (2003) is the 3d

I) Context and crisis
Video : The Gulf War 1991

2 august 1990 : Kuwait’s invasion by Iraq

29 november 1990 : UN Resolution 678

15 january 1991 : End of UN’s ultimatum

Documents : UN Resolutions

II) The War

1) Aerial bombings
Warden's Five Rings represent a theory of military strategic attack, based on five levels of system attributes. They are named in honor of Col. John A. Warden III, a former USAF officer and theorist of air power.
The Five Rings include:

· Leadership 

· Organic/System Essentials/Key Production 

· Infrastructure 

· Population 

· Fielded Military Forces 

Each level of system or "ring" was considered one of the enemy's centers of gravity. The idea behind Warden's five rings was to attack each of the rings to paralyze their forces, an objective also known as physical paralysis
2) Ground attacks
Video : George Bush speech announces war against Iraq (text in this file)
Questions !

1/ How does President Bush justify the War

2/ What are the goals of war for the Americans

3/ What values are defended in this speech ?

Video : First strike

17 january : Air strikes

24 february : ground attack

27 february : Liberation of Kuwaït

28 february : Ceasefire

Video : George Bush’s speech announcing the liberation of Kuwait

Video : George Bush’address to the Congress announcing the end of the War

III) Legacy

1) Consequences
· Iraq weakened

· Revolts

· US presence and hyperpower in the Middle-East

· End of the Cold War

· Development of Islamism
2) Casualties
- Coalition

190 Coalition troops were killed by Iraqi combatants, the rest of the 379 Coalition deaths being from friendly fire or accidents. This number was much lower than expected. Among the American dead were three female soldiers.

USA : 294

France : 9
· Iraqi
The exact number of Iraqi combat casualties is unknown, but is believed to have been heavy. Some estimate that Iraq sustained between 20,000 and 35,000 fatalities. A report commissioned by the U.S. Air Force, estimated 10,000–12,000 Iraqi combat deaths in the air campaign, and as many as 10,000 casualties in the ground war. 

· Civilians
at about 3,500 from bombing, and some 100,000 from the war's other effects 

3) Controversy
· GWS
Gulf War syndrome (GWS), also known as Gulf War illness (GWI), is a chronic multisymptom disorder affecting returning military veterans and civilian workers of the Gulf War 

fatigue, muscle pain, cognitive problems, rashes (= exanthème : affection de la peau et de sa pigmentation) and diarrhea.

Suggested causes have included depleted uranium, sarin gas, smoke from burning oil wells, vaccinations, combat stress and psychological factors, though only pyridostigmine (an antitoxin for nerve agents) and organophosphate pesticides have strong and consistent evidence of being causally associated with Gulf War Syndrome

Approximately 250,000 of the 697,000 veterans (40%)

· Nuclear and Chemical weapons Depleted Uranium and Sarin Gas use
· Highway of Death
Video : The Highway of Deat

Questions :

1/ What happened ?

2/ How does the Army justify the actions ?

3/ Why can it be considered as a crime of War

25-27th February 1991

Highway 80 from Kuwait city to Basra

Aircraft and gorund attacks from US and canadian forces against iraqi columns retreating from Kuwait

1800-2700 vehicles

From 200-300 to 10 000 killed and 2 000 captured

· The End of the War
Countries involved in the operations
	Country
	Number of Personnel
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 United States
	575,000 - 697,000
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 Saudi Arabia
	60,000 - 100,000
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 United Kingdom
	53,462[1]
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 Egypt
	20,000

	[image: image5.png]


 France
	18,000
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 Syria
	14,500
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 Morocco
	13,000
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 Kuwait
	9,900
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 Oman
	6,300
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 Pakistan
	4,900 - 5,500
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 Canada
	4,500
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 United Arab Emirates
	4,300
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 Qatar
	2,600
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 Bangladesh
	2,200
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 Italy
	1,200
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 Australia
	700
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 Netherlands
	700
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 Niger
	600
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 Sweden
	525[2]
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 Argentina
	500
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 Senegal
	500
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 Spain
	500 on the field / 3,000 off the coast
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 Bahrain
	400
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 Belgium
	400
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 Poland
	319
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 South Korea
	314
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 Czechoslovakia
	200
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 Greece
	200
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 Denmark
	100
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 New Zealand
	100
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 Hungary
	50
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 Norway
	50


Documents
United Nations Resolution 660
Adopted by the Security Council at its 2932nd meeting, by 14 votes to none, on 2 August 1990
The Security Council,

Alarmed by the invasion of Kuwait on 2 August 1990 by the military forces of Iraq,
Determining that there exists a breach of international peace and security as regards the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait,
Acting under Articles 39 and 40 of the Charter of the United Nations,

1. Condemns the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait;

2. Demands that Iraq withdraw immediately and unconditionally all its forces to the positions in which they were located on 1 August 1990;

3. Calls upon Iraq and Kuwait to begin immediately intensive negotiations for the resolution of their differences and supports all efforts in this regard, and especially those of the League of Arab States;

4. Decides to meet again as necessary to consider further steps to ensure compliance with the present resolution.
United Nations Resolution 678
Adopted by the Security Council at its 2963rd meeting on 29 November 1990 by 12 votes to 2 (Cuba and Yemen), with 1 abstention (China).
The Security Council,

Recalling and reaffirming its resolutions 660 of 2 August 1990, 661 of 6 August 1990, 662 of 9 August 1990, 664 of 18 August 1990, 665 of 25 August 1990, 666 of 13 September 1990, 667 of 16 September 1990, 669 of 24 September 1990, 670 of 25 September 1990, 674 of of 29 October 1990 and 677 of 28 November 1990.
Noting that, despite all efforts by the United Nations, Iraq refuses to comply with its obligation to implement resolution 660 and the above-mentioned subsequent relevant resolutions, in flagrant contempt of the Security Council,
Mindful of its duties and responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations for the maintenance and preservation of international peace and security,
Determined to secure full compliance with its decisions,
Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter,

1. Demands that Iraq comply fully with resolution 660 and all subsequent relevant resolutions, and decides, while maintaining all its decisions, to allow Iraq one final opportunity, as a pause of goodwil, to do so;

2. Authorizes Member States co-operating with the Government of Kuwait, unless Iraq on or before 15 January 1991 fully implements, as set forth in paragraph 1 above, the above-mentioned resolutions, to use all necessary means to uphold and implement resolution 660 and all subsequent relevant resolutions and to restore international peace and security in the area;

3. Requests all States to provide appropriate support for the actions undertaken in pursuance of paragraph 2 of the present resolution...
1/ What is the role played by the United Nations in this crisis. Justify that the Security Council was very involved

2/ Why is the Resolution 678 a perfect exemple of carrot and stick

3/ What are the arguments used to justify the actions taken.
President Bush speech about the beginning of Desert Storm campaign in the Gulf War
Just 2 hours ago, allied air forces began an attack on military targets in Iraq and Kuwait. These attacks continue as I speak. Ground forces are not engaged. 

This conflict started August 2nd when the dictator of Iraq invaded a small and helpless neighbor. Kuwait -- a member of the Arab League and a member of the United Nations -- was crushed; its people, brutalized. Five months ago, Saddam Hussein started this cruel war against Kuwait. Tonight, the battle has been joined. 

This military action, taken in accord with United Nations resolutions and with the consent of the United States Congress, follows months of constant and virtually endless diplomatic activity on the part of the United Nations, the United States, and many, many other countries. Arab leaders sought what became known as an Arab solution, only to conclude that Saddam Hussein was unwilling to leave Kuwait. Others traveled to Baghdad in a variety of efforts to restore peace and justice. Our Secretary of State, James Baker, held an historic meeting in Geneva, only to be totally rebuffed. This past weekend, in a last-ditch effort, the Secretary-General of the United Nations went to the Middle East with peace in his heart -- his second such mission. And he came back from Baghdad with no progress at all in getting Saddam Hussein to withdraw from Kuwait. 

Now the 28 countries with forces in the Gulf area have exhausted all reasonable efforts to reach a peaceful resolution -- have no choice but to drive Saddam from Kuwait by force. We will not fail. 

As I report to you, air attacks are underway against military targets in Iraq. We are determined to knock out Saddam Hussein's nuclear bomb potential. We will also destroy his chemical weapons facilities. Much of Saddam's artillery and tanks will be destroyed. Our operations are designed to best protect the lives of all the coalition forces by targeting Saddam's vast military arsenal. Initial reports from General Schwarzkopf are that our operations are proceeding according to plan. 

Our objectives are clear: Saddam Hussein's forces will leave Kuwait. The legitimate government of Kuwait will be restored to its rightful place, and Kuwait will once again be free. Iraq will eventually comply with all relevant United Nations resolutions, and then, when peace is restored, it is our hope that Iraq will live as a peaceful and cooperative member of the family of nations, thus enhancing the security and stability of the Gulf. 

Some may ask: Why act now? Why not wait? The answer is clear: The world could wait no longer. Sanctions, though having some effect, showed no signs of accomplishing their objective. Sanctions were tried for well over 5 months, and we and our allies concluded that sanctions alone would not force Saddam from Kuwait.

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein systematically raped, pillaged, and plundered a tiny nation, no threat to his own. He subjected the people of Kuwait to unspeakable atrocities -- and among those maimed and murdered, innocent children. 

While the world waited, Saddam sought to add to the chemical weapons arsenal he now possesses, an infinitely more dangerous weapon of mass destruction -- a nuclear weapon. And while the world waited, while the world talked peace and withdrawal, Saddam Hussein dug in and moved massive forces into Kuwait. 

While the world waited, while Saddam stalled, more damage was being done to the fragile economies of the Third World, emerging democracies of Eastern Europe, to the entire world, including to our own economy. 

The United States, together with the United Nations, exhausted every means at our disposal to bring this crisis to a peaceful end. However, Saddam clearly felt that by stalling and threatening and defying the United Nations, he could weaken the forces arrayed against him. 

While the world waited, Saddam Hussein met every overture of peace with open contempt. While the world prayed for peace, Saddam prepared for war. 

I had hoped that when the United States Congress, in historic debate, took its resolute action, Saddam would realize he could not prevail and would move out of Kuwait in accord with the United Nation resolutions. He did not do that. Instead, he remained intransigent, certain that time was on his side. 

Saddam was warned over and over again to comply with the will of the United Nations: Leave Kuwait, or be driven out. Saddam has arrogantly rejected all warnings. Instead, he tried to make this a dispute between Iraq and the United States of America. 

Well, he failed. Tonight, 28 nations -- countries from 5 continents, Europe and Asia, Africa, and the Arab League -- have forces in the Gulf area standing shoulder to shoulder against Saddam Hussein. These countries had hoped the use of force could be avoided. Regrettably, we now believe that only force will make him leave. 

Prior to ordering our forces into battle, I instructed our military commanders to take every necessary step to prevail as quickly as possible, and with the greatest degree of protection possible for American and allied service men and women. I've told the American people before that this will not be another Vietnam, and I repeat this here tonight. Our troops will have the best possible support in the entire world, and they will not be asked to fight with one hand tied behind their back. I'm hopeful that this fighting will not go on for long and that casualties will be held to an absolute minimum. 

This is an historic moment. We have in this past year made great progress in ending the long era of conflict and cold war. We have before us the opportunity to forge for ourselves and for future generations a new world order -- a world where the rule of law, not the law of the jungle, governs the conduct of nations. When we are successful -- and we will be -- we have a real chance at this new world order, an order in which a credible United Nations can use its peacekeeping role to fulfill the promise and vision of the U.N.'s founders. 

We have no argument with the people of Iraq. Indeed, for the innocents caught in this conflict, I pray for their safety. Our goal is not the conquest of Iraq. It is the liberation of Kuwait. It is my hope that somehow the Iraqi people can, even now, convince their dictator that he must lay down his arms, leave Kuwait, and let Iraq itself rejoin the family of peace-loving nations. 

Thomas Paine wrote many years ago: "These are the times that try men's souls.'' Those well-known words are so very true today. But even as planes of the multinational forces attack Iraq, I prefer to think of peace, not war. I am convinced not only that we will prevail but that out of the horror of combat will come the recognition that no nation can stand against a world united, no nation will be permitted to brutally assault its neighbor. 

No President can easily commit our sons and daughters to war. They are the Nation's finest. Ours is an all-volunteer force, magnificently trained, highly motivated. The troops know why they're there. And listen to what they say, for they've said it better than any President or Prime Minister ever could. 

Listen to Hollywood Huddleston, Marine lance corporal. He says, "Let's free these people, so we can go home and be free again.'' And he's right. The terrible crimes and tortures committed by Saddam's henchmen against the innocent people of Kuwait are an affront to mankind and a challenge to the freedom of all. 

Listen to one of our great officers out there, Marine Lieutenant General Walter Boomer. He said: "There are things worth fighting for. A world in which brutality and lawlessness are allowed to go unchecked isn't the kind of world we're going to want to live in.'' 

Listen to Master Sergeant J.P. Kendall of the 82nd Airborne: "We're here for more than just the price of a gallon of gas. What we're doing is going to chart the future of the world for the next 100 years. It's better to deal with this guy now than 5 years from now.'' 

And finally, we should all sit up and listen to Jackie Jones, an Army lieutenant, when she says, "If we let him get away with this, who knows what's going to be next?'' 

I have called upon Hollywood and Walter and J.P. and Jackie and all their courageous comrades-in-arms to do what must be done. Tonight, America and the world are deeply grateful to them and to their families. And let me say to everyone listening or watching tonight: When the troops we've sent in finish their work, I am determined to bring them home as soon as possible. 

Tonight, as our forces fight, they and their families are in our prayers. May God bless each and every one of them, and the coalition forces at our side in the Gulf, and may He continue to bless our nation, the United States of America. 
President George Bush – TV live speech - January 16, 1991
