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Young people who have skipped school to join climate change protests across England have told the 
BBC there is no point in learning when their future is at risk.
Thousands of schoolchildren have flooded into city and town centres across the country as classrooms 
around the world were abandoned for a day of demonstration.
Despite the windy weather in Bradford, there was a clear feeling of excitement.
Danny, 14, said: "What's the point in learning if it's not going to do anything because your future is 
going to be ruined by climate change?".
His sentiments were shared by Hannah, 18. She said: "I believe there's no point of us getting an 
education and planning for the future if there is going to be no future."
Thousands of young people marched through Brighton chanting loudly and holding a variety of 
banners. 
One of the city's Labour MPs, Lloyd Russell-Moyle, joined the march saying "students will learn more 
today than they will in the classroom." 
Lana, 13, said: "They're messing up our future and we're the ones who are going to have to clean it up, 
so I think it's important that we come and tell them about it. 
"The school haven't let us go, they say there's consequences but it's more important than school 
attendance to come here and protest."
Her friend Bea said: "I really don't care what consequences they give us, it's more important that we 
fight for our future. This is the world we're going to have to live in".
In Manchester protesters blocked tram lines through the city centre, causing minor delays.
Thousands of people also marched through the streets of Birmingham.
Arjun, 16, said: "We are at the point that in 12 to 20 years the effects of climate change are going to be 
irreversible. The only way to change it is through the younger generation because the older generation 
don't really care."
Students briefly stopped traffic at a pedestrian crossing chanting "System change, not climate change" 
and "Climate, change it back", before marching through a shopping centre.
In Newcastle City centre, the Monument was surrounded by hundreds of young people chanting "we 
want action now". 
They said they did not want to strike, play truant or waste the time of their teachers but they had to 
make a stand. 
Tom, 17, said: "This is my life, the life of my children in the future, so to be off school is a brave move 
for us all."
The students came from a number of schools across the city with one common purpose, demanding the 
Government declare a "climate emergency" and allow young people to have their say on their 
environmental future.
One student, Hannah, was celebrating her 18th birthday. She said: "For my birthday I asked everyone to
come here today, we won't have a future if we don't act now."
In Guildford lots of parents turned out to support their children.

1. Write sentences to introduce the document (nature, source, author, date, theme)
2. Find a translation for the underlined words

to skip school – a day of demonstration – to share – to march – to mess up – a delay – a pedestrian 
crossing – to surround – to strike – to play truant – to support

3. Note down ideas to explain why these young people are demonstrating.
4. Give two examples of actions taken by the demonstrators.
5. Right or wrong? Justify with a quote.

a. School authorities accept that children don't go to school
b. The Labour MP thinks that children should not be in the street (Labour MP = député travailliste)

c. A few parents agree with their children in their fight for climate.
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