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Welcome !
    Van Gogh Junior High is very happy to have two reception classes (“CLA” in French). They’re named “CLA 1” and “CLA 2”.

     In a “CLA”, There are pupils from all over the world: Portuguese, Thai, Pakistani, Malian, Algerian, Russian…

     They come to the “CLA” for just one year to learn to speak French well. That is why they have 10 hours of French a week. Each pupil has a different level. So the teacher comes up with activities so that each pupil can improve his or her skills.

Some information about the school…

I.  THE PARENTS-SCHOOL RELATIONSHIP

Secretariats

       There are two secretariats. The principal’s secretary: pupils register to the school in her office. She delivers school certificates. She will give you all kinds of administrative papers all along the schoolyear.  There is also the administrator’s secretary. She takes care of the scolarship and the canteen payments.
The pupil’s liaison book
        The pupil’s liaison book allows teachers, supervisors and parents to write to one another. Teachers may request a meeting, or they can let parents know about a possible trip. When a teacher writes a note, the parents always have to sign it.
      In the liaison book, there are late and absence notes which you always have to justify as soon as possible. If your child is to be absent, you must immediately inform the school (you can write a note in the book or make a phone call to the school).

The insurance
      By the beginning of the schoolyear, all pupils must have an insurance in case of an accident. They have to give the proof of insurance to the school.
The grades report
      There are 3 reports during the schoolyear, one for each trimester. At the end of each trimester (in December, March and May), the teachers, the school counselor, the career counselor, the supervisor and the principal have a meeting to talk about each pupil’s attitude, work and results. 
      On the report, you can see the pupil’s average grade and all of his/her teachers comments. A pupil who has worked well or has at least tried to do so can get a reward and be ‘encouraged’, ‘complimented’ or ‘congratulated’ by the school council. If the council says a pupil has not worked well enough or has had a bad attitude, he or she can get a warning (either about work or attitude or both) or a reprimand. 
      Absences and lates are also noted on the report.
II. THE DAILY SCHOOL LIFE OFFICE
The school counselor (“CPE” in French) and the supervisors.
    The school counselor takes care of pupils who are late and absent. He meets pupils who misbehave in class. Teachers can give some punishment to a pupil, or expel him or her from the class. At this point, pupils cannot get out of the school. Supervisors always check liaison books when you come in and out of the school. When pupils are expelled, they go to study hall with an assignment to do. When teachers give detention to pupils, they also go to study hall with an assignment. The study hall is always watched by supervisors. 
   When a teacher is absent, the supervisors write it down on a board next to their office. Pupils stay in study hall until the next class.
Study hall
It is the place where you work when a teacher is absent.
The canteen
     When you register to the canteen, it means you have to eat there every day (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday). You cannot get out of the school during lunch time. You can leave your bag and stuff in your locker. Menus of the week are posted every week on the wall   next to the canteen. In French, pupils who eat in the canteen are called “demi-pensionnaires”, and the ones who go back home are “externes”. 
The career counselor : « COP » ( « Conseillère d’Orientation Psychologue » )

     The career counselor helps pupils choose what they want to do for higher education. She is not at school every day. You need to make an appointment to see her.
The nursery
        In the school, there is a nurse but she is not at school every day. She does not give any medication. She meets pupils to check their hearing, their sight… When a pupil is sick, the school makes a phone call to the parents and they can come get their child.
III.   EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The « open school program »
       During school holidays, the school opens a few days before the end of the holidays. Pupils can register to this program for free and do some activities (a visit of Paris, a cook workshop, …).
The educational support system

 On Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, pupils can register for free to the activities teachers propose at school: drama club, movie club, garden workshop, homework assistance…
National School Sport Union (“UNSS”)
     Pupils can do sport on Wednesday afternoon with the sport teachers of the school. There is a 20E fee to register to this program. 
